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Week Ending Friday, September 16, 1988 


Radio Address to the Nation on 
Education 


September 10, 1988 


My fellow Americans: 

It’s September, a time when our children 
once again return to school, bright with 
promise and eager for instruction. I’m 
happy to report that if the record of the 
past 8 years is any indication the prospects 
for their education are bright—brighter 
than they’ve been for more than two dec- 
ades. Test scores are up, reversing a calami- 
tous drop in scores over the years between 
1963 and 1980. Attendance is up, and the 
number of kids who drop out of high school 
is down. 

The recovery of our schools has been a 
genuine grassroots accomplishment, and it 
proves the solution to problems is not to 
throw money at them but to come up with 
commonsense answers and start applying 
them. I’m proud that during our adminis- 
tration George Bush and I have been there 
with a sympathetic ear and a helping hand. 
But we’ve only just begun. Far too many 
American students are graduating from 
school without the skills they will need to 
prosper and the knowledge they’ll need to 
grow as adults. And no one knows this 
better than America’s parents, who rose up 
at the beginning of the decade and said, 
Our children are not getting the education 
they want, need, and deserve. 

The education our children want is the 
ability to discover the answers to the basic 
questions we all have: Who am IP Where do 
I live? And what is the world around me 
like? Children yearn to learn, and their ca- 
pacity for it is one of the God-given won- 
ders. The education our children need is 
the ability to read, write, and reason as well 
as any student in any country in the world. 
They need it, and the Nation needs it, as 
well, if we’re to prosper and grow. The edu- 
cation our children deserve is the kind no 
American should be deprived of, for it’s the 


basic instruction in what it means to be an 
American. 

I believe that the education of all Ameri- 
cans must be rooted in the self-evident 
truths of Western civilization. These are the 
truths that have been passed down like pre- 
cious heirlooms from generation to genera- 
tion since the generations began. Since the 
founding of this Nation, education and de- 
mocracy have gone hand in hand. Thomas 
Jefferson not only wrote the Declaration of 
Independence and served as our third 
President but also founded one of our most 
distinguished institutions of higher learning, 
the University of Virginia. Jefferson and the 
Founders believed a nation that governs 
itself, like ours, must rely upon an informed 
and engaged electorate. Their purpose was 
not only to teach all Americans how to read 
and write but to instill the self-evident 
truths that are the anchors of our political 
system—truths, to quote Jefferson, such as: 
“all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain una- 
lienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.” 

This is our precious heritage. And our po- 
litical freedoms—the freedom to speak, to 
practice our religions, to assemble peaceful- 
ly—are the product of ideas that were born 
and nurtured in the great tradition of West- 
ern civilization. That tradition does not say 
“some men” have these rights; it says “all 
men,” everywhere on this Earth. Whether 
of Asian, Hispanic, or African descent, no 
matter what color, every American is the 
inheritor of our great cultural tradition. 

That’s why I’ve supported, and continue 
to support, all efforts to teach our children 
about our culture, to read great texts and 
learn their lessons. Bill Bennett, our Secre- 
tary of Education, has just reported on the 
state of elementary education in our coun- 
try. That report, entitled “James Madison 
Elementary School,” presents an outline for 
what every elementary school curriculum 
should include. It is suffused with the glory 
of Western civilization, and I salute it. 
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We owe our children no less than to in- 
struct them in what Matthew Arnold called 
the best that has been known and said. And 
yet, just as forcefully, I want to say that this 
curriculum is only a guideline for school 
districts to follow if they think it right. The 
final arbiter of what a child should learn is 
not the state, but the family and the com- 
munity in which the child lives. And so, I 
support the right of all parents to choose 
the education they believe is best for their 
children, in the form of magnet schools and 
State programs like Minnesota’s, which per- 
mits parents to choose which schools their 
children can attend. In addition, programs 
like Youth 2000, which teaches kids to rely 
on themselves and to say no to drugs, are 
vital in our efforts. Yes, we’re blessed to be 
the recipients of this cultural bounty. And 
we must be responsible to, as the Constitu- 
tion says, “secure the blessings to our pos- 
terity.” 

Until next week, thanks for listening, and 
God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. 
from the Oval Office at the White House. 


Proclamation 5858—National P.O.W./ 
M.I.A. Recognition Day, 1988 


September 12, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


From America’s earliest hours as a free 
Nation, we have known that the cost of 
liberty is steep. The bill has been paid in 
full by the courageous members of our 
Armed Forces. We owe a great debt to all 
who have served so faithfully and sacrificed 
so much for our land. Among their ranks 
are former prisoners of war and those still 
missing in action, including men known to 
be alive after the end of hostilities. We will 
never forget these gallant Americans, or 
their brave families, or our obligations to 
them. 

We have a deep moral responsibility in 
this regard—a duty to make every possible 
effort to account for and return missing 
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Americans to their homeland and to their 
loved ones. Until the P.O.W./M.LA. issue is 
resolved, this issue stays, and will stay, 
among our Nation’s highest priorities. 

Similarly, our country has recognized the 
prolonged and acute suffering of the fami- 
lies of those who remain missing or unac- 
counted for. We pledge again our unflag- 
ging determination to obtain the fullest pos- 
sible accounting of those still missing, to re- 
patriate all recoverable American remains, 
and to relieve the suffering and uncertainty 
of their families. 

We will also continue our intelligence ef- 
forts to confirm reports of Americans still 
held in captivity in Southeast Asia. Each of 
these reports is investigated thoroughly, 
and both the Executive branch and the 
Congress scrutinize them. We have not yet 
been able to confirm such reports; but, if 
we do, I have pledged to take decisive 
action to return our men. We have raised 
this issue repeatedly in negotiations with 
governments involved, despite their denials. 

Our search for the truth is bound up 
closely with our heritage as a Nation that 
respects the inherent dignity and worth of 
every individual. Our liberty is secure be- 
cause every life is precious to us; we, there- 
fore, can write no final chapter to the story 
of those who answered their country’s call 
and did not return. They gave without 
limit, and we owe them, and their families, 
no less. 

To symbolize our continuing national 
commitment, the P.O.W./M.LA. Flag will 
fly over the White House, the Departments 
of State and Defense, the Veterans Admin- 
istration, the Selective Service System head- 
quarters, and the Vietnam Veterans Memo- 
rial on September 16, 1988. It will also fly 
over the Vietnam Veterans Memorial on 
Memorial Day and Veterans Day. 

In recognition of the special debt of grati- 
tude all Americans owe to those who sacri- 
ficed their freedom in the service of our 
country and to their courageous families, 
the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
453, has designated September 16, 1988, as 
“National POW/MIA Recognition Day” and 
authorized and requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of this 
occasion. 
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Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim Friday, September 16, 
1988, as National P.O.W./M.I.A. Recogni- 
tion Day. I call upon all Americans to join 
in honoring all former American prisoners 
of war, those still missing, and their families 
who have made extraordinary sacrifices on 
behalf of our country. I also call upon State 
and local officials and private organizations 
to observe this day with every appropriate 
ceremony and activity. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twelfth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:34 p.m., September 12, 1988] 


Nomination of Becky Norton Dunlop 


To Be an Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior 


September 12, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Becky Norton Dunlop to 
be Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife 
at the Department of the Interior. She 
would succeed William Pierce Horn. 

Since 1987 Mrs. Dunlop has been Deputy 
Under Secretary at the Department of the 
Interior in Washington, DC. She is also a 
Special Representative to Meet and to Con- 
sider in Good Faith Such Issues Affecting 
the Relationship between the Northern 
Mariana Islands and the United States, 
1988. Prior to this, Mrs. Dunlop was Special 
Assistant to the Attorney General for Cabi- 
net Affairs at the Department of Justice, 
1985-1987. She worked at the White House 
as Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Deputy Director of Presidential Personnel 
at the White House, 1983-1985; Special As- 
sistant to the President and Director of the 
Office of Cabinet Affairs, 1982-1983; and 
Deputy Director of the Office of Presiden- 
tial Personnel, 1981-1982. 


Mrs. Dunlop graduated from Miami Uni- 
versity, Ohio (B.A., 1973). She was born Oc- 
tober 2, 1951, in Minneapolis, MN, is mar- 
ried, and resides in Arlington, VA. 


Nomination of Mary L. Schapiro To Be 
a Member of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission 


September 12, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Mary L. Schapiro to be a 
member of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission for the remainder of the term 
expiring June 5, 1989. She would succeed 
Aulana L. Peters. 

Since 1984 Ms. Schapiro has been general 
counsel and vice president of the Futures 
Industry Association in Washington, DC. 
Prior to this, she was Counsel and Execu- 
tive Assistant to the Chairman of the Com- 
modity Futures Trading Commission, 1981- 
1984, and a trial attorney, 1980-1981. 

Ms. Schapiro graduated from Franklin 
and Marshall College (B.A., 1977) and the 
National Law Center of George Washington 
University (J.D., 1980). She was born June 
19, 1955, in New York, NY. She is married 
and currently resides in Washington, DC. 


Appointment of Tommy Thomas as a 
Member of the Board of Visitors of the 
United States Naval Academy 


September 12, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Tommy Thomas to be a 
member of the Board of Visitors to the 
United States Naval Academy for a term 
expiring December 30, 1990. This is a reap- 
pointment. 

Since 1965 Mr. Thomas has been owner 
of Tommy Thomas Chevrolet in Panama 
City, FL. Mr. Thomas attended the Univer- 
sity of Alabama and the Aviation Mechanics 
and Aerial Gunnery School in 1943. He 
served in the United States Marine Corps, 
1943-1947, and the Reserves, 1947-1950. 
He was born July 7, 1925, in Elmira, NY. 
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Mr. Thomas is married, has three children, 
and resides in Panama City Beach, FL. - 


Nomination of Larry K. Mellinger To 
Be United States Executive Director of 
the Inter-American Development Bank 


September 12, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Larry K. Mellinger to be 
the United States Executive Director of the 
Inter-American Development Bank for a 
term of 3 years. He would succeed Jose 
Manuel Casanova. 

Since 1986 Mr. Mellinger has been Alter- 
nate Executive Director of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Development Bank in Washington, DC. 
Prior to this he was senior vice president 
and chief financial officer for Gruma Corp., 
1985-1986. From 1968 to 1984, he was with 
Union Bank in Los Angeles, CA, serving as 
senior vice president for planning and de- 
velopment, senior vice president for the 
international banking department, senior 
vice president for Asia and the Pacific, and 
vice president for Latin America. 

Mr. Mellinger graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Kansas (B.A., 1967; B.S., 1968). He 
was born April 28, 1944, in Bakersfield, CA. 
He is married, has two children, and cur- 
rently resides in Bethesda, MD. 


Remarks on Signing the Fair Housing 
Amendments Act of 1988 


September 13, 1988 


Well, please be seated, and welcome to 
the White House. You know, today is a day 
I’ve been waiting for, for 8 years. About this 
time 8 years ago, I noted that homeowner- 
ship is “among the foremost values of the 
American people” and that this value was 
seriously in danger. The danger I was ad- 
dressing then was economic. According to 
real estate industry economists, the average 
family at that time was making only 75 per- 
cent of what it needed to buy a home. And 
as Secretary [of Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment] Pierce’s predecessor said, “For 
many hard-working families, housing is 
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growing beyond their reach.” Well, today 
interest rates are down. Real incomes are 
up. And the average family is making ap- 
proximately 110 percent of what it needs to 
buy a home. And once again, the American 
family can afford the American home. 

When it comes to housing for low- and 
medium-income families who rent, national 
vacancy rates today average just under 8 
percent, up from 5 percent when we took 
office, with even more progress for low- 
income units. This reflects that today we 
have an abundant supply of affordable 
rental housing for all Americans. 

Today we address, at last, the other im- 
portant obstacle to homeownership and 
rental: discrimination. Discrimination is par- 
ticularly tragic when it means a family is 
refused housing near good schools, a good 
job, or simply in a better neighborhood to 
raise children. This bill is the product of 
years of bipartisan work and repairs a signif- 
icant deficit—or defect, I should say—defi- 
cit is on my mind too—in civil rights law. 

The Civil Rights Act of 1968 included, for 
the first time in our history, a fair housing 
provision. That was a major achievement, 
one that many Members of Congress, in- 
cluding a young Congressman named 
George Bush, had to show enormous cour- 
age to vote for. Unfortunately the fair hous- 
ing title didn’t work as well as had been 
hoped. It lacked teeth. Its conciliation pro- 
visions were ineffective, when used. And 
that’s why our administration, and Secre- 
tary Sam Pierce, in particular, has devoted 
8 years to redress the absence of penalties 
and the inability of the Government to ini- 
tiate actions, except when a pattern of dis- 
crimination could be proven. These were 
shortcomings that made the statute difficult 
to enforce. In my State of the Union Ad- 
dress 5 years ago, I joined with Members of 
Congress on both sides of the aisle in 
vowing that “We will work to strengthen 
enforcement of fair housing laws for all 
Americans,” and now we’ve achieved that 
goal. 

The bill I sign today has a number of 
significant features. First, the law extends 
protection to families with children and 
persons with handicaps and continues to 
recognize and protect the special needs of 
the elderly. Second, for the first time, ag- 
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grieved parties may avail themselves of an 
administrative enforcement procedure. 
Moreover, the administrative law judge 
may assess penalties against those who dis- 
criminate. The penalties are a $10,000 fine 
for the first violation, $25,000 for the 
second, and $50,000 for the third. Third, for 
the first time, in cases initiated by the De- 
partment of Justice, the Department may 
obtain monetary relief for victims and civil 
penalties of $50,000 for a fir-: violation and 
$100,000 for subsequent violations. Fourth, 
the constitutional rights of all parties are 
protected. Both defendant and plaintiff 
have the option of a jury trial, or they can 
agree to the faster, simpler administrative 
procedure. 

At the same time, I want to emphasize 
that this bill does not represent any con- 
gressional or executive branch endorsement 
of the notion, expressed in some judicial 
opinions, that title 8 violations may be es- 
tablished by a showing of disparate impact 
or discriminatory effects of a practice that is 
taken without discriminatory intent. Title 8 
speaks only to intentional discrimination. 

There are so many people who deserve 
credit today. Secretary Pierce, of course, as 
well as the leadership of the Justice Depart- 
ment. When I signed the 1987 Housing Act, 
I called Sam [Pierce] the unsung hero of 
the administration. Well, it’s time we all 
recognize Sam as the unsung hero of this, 
the most important civil rights legislation in 
20 years. 

And then there’s Representative Hamil- 
ton Fish, who has worked for decades to 
strengthen our fair housing laws. Ham Fish 
was the architect of the key provisions in 
the bill that protect the constitutional right 
of Americans to civil jury trials. 

Every Senator and Representative stand- 
ing up here with me today played an im- 
portant role in the passage of this landmark 
civil rights bill, and I want to mention espe- 
cially Representative John Lewis. Twenty- 
five years ago, as a young leader of the civil 
rights movement, Congressman Lewis was 
standing in this very Rose Garden pressing 
for Federal action to eliminate housing dis- 
crimination. John’s hard work to achieve 
that has brought us one step closer to realiz- 
ing Martin Luther King’s dream. To all of 
you and to everyone involved in the pas- 


sage of this legislation, the Nation says 
thank you. 
And now I have a little signing to do. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:04 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. H.R. 
1158, approved September 13, was assigned 
Public Law No. 100-430. 


Accordance of the Personal Rank of 
Ambassador to William T. Pryce While 
Serving as Chief of the United States 
Delegation to the 1988 Meeting of the 
Inter-American Council for Education, 
Science, and Culture 


September 13, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to accord William T. Pryce, of Califor- 
nia, a career member of the Senior Foreign 
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, the 
personal rank of Ambassador while serving 
as chief of the United States delegation to 
the September 1988 meeting of the Inter- 
American Council for Education, Science, 
and Culture, scheduled to be held in Wash- 
ington, DC. 

Mr. Pryce joined the Foreign Service in 
1958 after serving in the U.S. Navy from 
1954 to 1958. From 1958 to 1961, he was 
staff assistant to the Assistant Secretary for 
Economic Affairs. From 1961 to 1963, he 
was vice consul and secretary at the US. 
Embassy in Mexico City. In 1964 he served 
as international relations officer at the De- 
partment of State and in 1965 attended the 
Foreign Service Institute for Russian Lan- 
guage Training. He was a political officer at 
the U.S. Embassy in Moscow, 1965-1968, 
and at the U.S. Embassy in Panama, 1969- 
1971. From 1971 to 1974, he served as 
chief of the political section at the U.S. Em- 
bassy in Guatemala. Mr. Pryce then re- 
turned to the Department of State, where 
he was chief of the Soviet Educational and 
Cultural Exchange Program, 1974-1976. 
From 1976 to 1977, he attended the Na- 
tional War College and from 1977 to 1978 
was executive assistant to Ambassador at 
Large Ellsworth Bunker. From 1978 to 
1981, he was Counselor for Political Affairs 
in Mexico City. In 1981 he was Deputy 
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Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy in La 
Paz and again at the U.S. Embassy in 
Panama, 1982-1986. Since 1986 Mr. Pryce 
has been Deputy U.S. Permanent Repre- 
sentative to the Organization of American 
States. 

Mr. Pryce graduated from Wesleyan Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1953) and Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy (M.A., 1954). He 
served in the United States Navy, 1955 to 
1958. He was born July 19, 1932, in San 
Diego, CA. Mr. Pryce is married, has three 
children, and resides in Washington, DC. 


Appointment of Ted Strickland as a 
Member of the Advisory Commission 
on Intergovernmental Relations 


September 13, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Ted Strickland to be a 
member of the Advisory Commission on 
Intergovernmental Relations for a term of 2 
years. He would succeed Ross O. Doyen. 

Since 1987 Mr. Strickland has been presi- 
dent of the National Conference of State 
Legislatures at the State capital in Denver, 
CO. Prior to this he was president of the 
Colorado State Senate, 1983-1988. He has 
also served in several positions at the Na- 
tional Conference of State Legislatures, 
1983-1986: vice president, member of the 
executive committee, and member of the 
governing board. 

Mr. Strickland attended Oklahoma A&M 
University and studied at the University of 
Denver. He served in the U.S. Army, 1952- 
1954. He was born September 17, 1932, in 
Austin, TX. He is married and currently 
resides in Westminster, CO. 


Nomination of Herman Agoyo To Be a 
Member of the Board of Trustees of 
the Institute of American Indian and 
Alaska Native Culture and Arts 
Development 


September 13, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Herman Agoyo to be a 
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member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Institute of American Indian and Alaska 
Native Culture and Arts Development for a 
term of years prescribed by Public Law 99- 
498 of October 17, 1986. This is a new posi- 
tion. 

Since 1987 Mr. Agoyo has been chairman 
of the All Indian Pueblo Council (AIPC) in 
Albuquerque, NM. Prior to this, he was a 
program administrator for San Juan Pueblo 
Tribal Council, 1982-1987, and a real prop- 
erty officer, 1980-1982. Mr. Agoyo was a 
consultant in the Office of Indian Affairs for 
the State of New Mexico, 1980; program 
director for AIPC Tricentennial Commis- 
sion, 1979-1980; and executive director for 
the Eight Northern Indian Pueblos Council, 
1970-1979. 

Mr. Agoyo graduated from Manhattan 
College (B.S., 1958) and the University of 
New Mexico (M.A., 1969). He was born Oc- 
tober 30, 1934, in Santa Fe, NM. Mr. Agoyo 
served in the U.S. Army, 1960-1962. He is 
married, has six children, and resides in Al- 
buquerque, NM. 


Remarks on Signing the National 
Hispanic Heritage Week Proclamation 


September 13, 1988 


Well, good afternoon. We’re here today 
to commemorate National Hispanic Herit- 
age Week, and I'd like to thank the White 
House Hispanic Heritage Week Host Com- 
mittee for their help in making it possible. 
I’m delighted to see Governor Bob Marti- 
nez here today, and Donna Alvarado of 
ACTION. And I’m honored to welcome 
Colonel Gil Coronado [USAF]. Due to his 
efforts, we’re not just here to celebrate His- 
panic Heritage Week but to announce that 
in 1989 the period between September 
15th and October 15th will be Hispanic 
Heritage Month. It’s an honor well-de- 
served. And you can thank Colonel Corona- 
do, who’s been a stout defender of his His- 
panic heritage and the United States of 
America. You know, Gil has so many medals 
and awards on his chest I’m amazed he can 
still stand up straight. [Laughter] And 
among the civilians here, we have three 
honorees with us who are going to be cele- 
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brated this week, too: publisher Dr. Nicolas 
Kanellos, artist Orlando A.B., and master 
teacher Jaime Escalante. You know, if I 
were still in the movies, I would have loved 
to play Jaime in “Stand and Deliver.” 
[Laughter] But at my age, they’d have to 
call it “Sit Down, Take a Load Off, and 
Deliver.” [Laughter] 

Yes, we gather to salute the Hispanic her- 
itage. It’s not only the heritage of these 19.4 
million Americans of Spanish-speaking de- 
scent, it’s part of my heritage, too, and my 
family’s heritage and the heritage of every 
American as well. We have all been en- 
riched by the contributions of Hispanics in 
every walk of American life. The Hispanic 
heritage is many and many things. It’s the 
abrazo, the hearty and heartfelt greeting 
that binds the community together. It’s the 
iglesia, a place for contemplation and con- 
fession and communion with God. It’s the 
escuela, where children learn to understand 
the world around them. And most of all, it’s 
the casa, the almost mystical center of daily 
life, where grandparents and parents and 
children and grandchildren all come togeth- 
er in the familia. As the great poet Octavio 
Paz has said: “In Hispanic morals, the true 
protagonist is the family.” Well, there’s a 
special intimacy here and a sense of conti- 
nuity between past and future that is more 
precious than rubies. 

These traditions are the bedrock of all 
Hispanic culture. They’re what Mexican- 
Americans and Puerto Ricans and Cuban- 
Americans and all other Hispanics have in 
common. And they’re traditions that suffuse 
the American experience as a whole. But I 
fear that too often, in the mad rush of 
modern American life, some people have 
not learned the great lesson of our Hispanic 
heritage: the lesson of family and home and 
church and community. 

I want you all to know that in this admin- 
istration George Bush and I have worked 
hard to support these bedrock traditions— 
family and hope and church and communi- 
ty. We fought for the tax cuts that gave all 
Americans more of their own money to 
build a better future. We sponsored tax 
reform that removed an estimated 450,000 
disadvantaged Hispanic families from the 
Federal income tax rolls. We’ve stood up 
for the principle that every child should 
have the right to say a prayer in school. 


We’ve seen to it that the violent criminals 
who prey on our community are given 
what they deserve: a jail term instead of a 
slap on the hand. 

And our commitment to the sanctity of 
the family is stronger today than it ever 
was. George has proposed an innovative 
measure to help families in need of child 
care assistance with a tax credit. Now, this 
will allow parents to choose among a varie- 
ty of options if they need child care assist- 
ance. Like many Americans, Hispanic fami- 
lies often look to grandparents or other 
family me™~bers to help with their child 
care. Experts like Penelope Leach tell us 
what common sense always has: The best 
people to take care of children are family 
members. And that’s the kind of care that 
George Bush’s plan will help provide— 
tender, loving, family care. 

Now, compare this plan with the one of- 
fered by the liberals. They’ve written a bill 
that gives assistance not to the parent but 
to the person who provides the care. And 
why? Because they want to make sure that 
they have control over the kind of care 
your child receives. And that means if you 
want to leave your child with his grand- 
mother during the day she will have to be 
licensed under Federal standards if she’s to 
be given assistance for helping to raise her 
grandchild. Licensing grandmothers—can 
you believe it? Well, I think it’s terrible, 
and I don’t think the American people are 
going to stand for it. 

Instead of listening to these new and un- 
tried ideas about our children, I believe we 
should listen to the glorious traditions at 
work in Hispanic culture: the tradition of 
caring for your own. Children are the 
future, and they deserve the best. And 
that’s why education is so strong a part of 
Hispanic life and why you’ve been so stout 
in demanding that your children be given 
every opportunity to learn. In Texas your 
concerns led to the overhauling of an ineffi- 
cient State school system, providing a 
model for the rest of the country to follow. 

A prominent Texas educator will soon be 
America’s leading educator: Lauro Cavazos, 
my nominee for Secretary of Education. Dr. 
Cavazos is a living tribute to the Hispanic 
heritage, a model for Hispanics and all 
Americans to follow. 
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All America is becoming ever more 
aware of the contributions that Hispanics 
have made to American life, American cul- 
ture, and America’s destiny. The strength of 
your heritage gives you hope for your chil- 
dren. For as someone once said, “If only we 
are faithful to our past, we shall not have to 
fear our future.” 


Well, I hope that all of the Members of 
Congress who are present here have heard 
how bothersome those airplanes are coming 
off of National. [The President referred to 
several airplanes flying overhead during 
his remarks. [Laughter] 


But thank you all, and until next year and 
Hispanic Heritage Month, God bless you all. 
And now I think I have some signing to do. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:32 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
opening remarks, he referred to Gov. Robert 
Martinez of Florida and Donna M. Alvara- 
do, Director of ACTION. 


Proclamation 5859—National Hispanic 
Heritage Week, 1988 


September 13, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Across the centuries and all around our 
land, people of Hispanic descent from 
Europe and throughout the Americas have 
written countless chapters in the unique 
saga of the United States. Let us pause 
during National Hispanic Heritage Week, 
1988, to reflect on the many and varied 
cultural heritages of Hispanic Americans 
and on the continuing and growing part 
these citizens play in affirming America’s 
heritage of faith, freedom, brotherhood, and 
opportunity, and in creating that heritage 
anew. 


Hispanic Americans give many gifts to 
our Nation, such as perpetuating the tradi- 
tions of their ancestral homelands and offer- 
ing a great array of talents and insights as 
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they achieve and excel in every area of en- 
deavor. But perhaps their most notable gift 
is their testimony about the power of the 
American dream to inspire miracles. The 
accomplishments of Hispanic Americans 
through the years remind all of us that in 
America we are blessed with the freedom 
to live, work, and worship in peace and to 
build a better life for ourselves and our chil- 
dren. Generations of proud, hardworking, 
enterprising Hispanic Americans have 
strengthened our communities and fought 
for our country. They have believed in 
America’s miraculous promise and have 
helped preserve that promise for the 
future. 


This is good reason during National His- 
panic Heritage Week for every citizen who 
loves our Nation to salute Hispanic Ameri- 
cans. We should do so in gratitude for their 
love of this country and for the many ways 
they have expressed that love in accordance 
with the creed, “Creemos en milagros—we 
believe in miracles.” 


In recognition of the outstanding achieve- 
ments of Hispanic Americans, the Congress, 
by Joint Resolution approved September 17, 
1968 (Public Law 90-498), has authorized 
and requested the President to issue annu- 
ally a proclamation designating the week 
including September 15 and 16 as “National 
Hispanic Heritage Week.” 


Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning Sep- 
tember 11, 1988, as National Hispanic Her- 
itage Week. I call upon the people of the 
United States to observe this week with ap- 
propriate ceremonies and activities. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 13th day of September, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:32 p.m., September 14, 1988] 
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Proclamation 5860—National 
eens Ambulatory Surgery Week, 
1 


September 13, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


National Outpatient Ambulatory Surgery 
Week, 1988, reminds us that more and 
more surgeries are being done on an outpa- 
tient basis in either hospital outpatient de- 
partments or separate ambulatory surgery 
centers. Almost 87 percent of hospitals of- 
fered ambulatory surgery in 1986, com- 
pared with 65 percent in 1980. Advances in 
medical technology and care are among the 
factors causing the American people and 
health care professionals alike to consider 
outpatient surgery as often less expensive, 
more convenient, and less time-consuming 
than inpatient surgery with hospital stays. 

Outpatient surgery is also found to 
reduce hospital costs and to provide good 
health care—and professionals believe that 
its combination of superior health care and 
little disruption to patients’ daily lives does 
speed recovery. As America’s scientific and 
medical research efforts continue to foster 
improvements in medical techniques and 
equipment, the public can surely benefit 
from further awareness of outpatient sur- 
gery. That is the purpose National Outpa- 
tient Ambulatory Surgery Week seeks to 
fulfill, and the reason all of us should heed 
its message. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
583, has designated the week beginning 
September 11, 1988, as “National Outpa- 
tient Ambulatory Surgery Week” and au- 
thorized and requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of this 
occasion. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning Sep- 
tember 11, 1988, as National Outpatient 
Ambulatory Surgery Week. I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe this 
week with appropriate ceremonies and ac- 
tivities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirteenth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 


and eighty-eight, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:32 p.m., September 14, 1988] 


White House Statement on United 
States Funding of the United Nations 


September 13, 1988 


The President announced today that he 
has signed a determination releasing to the 
United Nations $44 million withheld pend- 
ing reforms in the U.N. system. This action 
represents recognition of the renewed ef- 
fectiveness of the United Nations as an or- 
ganization serving the cause of world peace 
and stability. 

Reflecting concerns shared by the admin- 
istration regarding U.N. administrative and 
budgetary practices, Congress established 
requirements for release of fiscal year 1988 
and 1989 funds for U.S. contributions to the 
United Nations. The U.N. has made 
progress toward a consensus budget proc- 
ess, limitations on secondment of staff to 
the Secretariat, and Secretariat staff reduc- 
tions. The President has determined that 
these actions fulfill the legislative require- 
ments for release of outstanding fiscal year 
1988 funds. The Secretary of State has been 
directed to inform Congress, as required by 
law. The President expects that similar de- 
terminations will be possible for releasing 
fiscal year 1989 funds as they become avail- 
able. 

In addition to adopting important organi- 
zational reforms, the United Nations is also 
undertaking major new peacekeeping oper- 
ations in Afghanistan and the Persian Gulf, 
and prospects for further peacekeeping 
exist in other critical areas. In its peace- 
keeping efforts, the U.N. is directly serving 
important, long-term objectives of this ad- 
ministration to end regional conflicts and 
advance peace and freedom around the 
world. The President’s action makes it clear 
that the United States is prepared to meet 
its obligations in support of these peace- 
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keeping efforts. As an indication of our 
commitment to an effective United Nations, 
the President also announced his intention 
to include full funding to meet the U‘S. 
contribution to the U.N. system and U.N. 
peacekeeping in the fiscal year 1990 
budget, which he will submit to Congress in 
January. 


In announcing these decisions, the Presi- 
dent called on the United Nations to contin- 
ue progress in areas where reform remains 
incomplete. The President reiterated the 
commitment of the United States to assist 
the U.N. in its reform program as well as in 
its new peacekeeping efforts. 


Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Annual Report of the Saint 
Lawrence Seaway Development 
Corporation 

September 14, 1988 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Pursuant to the requirements of Section 
10 of the Saint Lawrence Seaway Act of 
May 13, 1954, I hereby transmit the Saint 
Lawrence Seaway Development Corpora- 
tion’s Annual Report for 1987. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
September 14, 1988. 


Statement by the Assistant to the 
President for Press Relations on the 
Anniversary of the Establishment of 
Soviet-United States Nuclear Risk 
Reduction Centers 


September 14, 1988 


In a Rose Garden ceremony held by the 
President a year ago, Secretary of State 
George P. Shultz and Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard A. Shevardnadze signed the 
agreement between the United States of 
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist 


Republics on the establishment of Nuclear 
Risk Reduction Centers (NRRC agreement). 
The agreement marks a practical step for- 
ward in the ongoing efforts of the adminis- 
tration to reduce the risk of conflict be- 
tween the superpowers as a result of acci- 
dent, miscalculation, or misunderstanding. 
The centers, which it established in Wash- 
ington and Moscow, provide a direct com- 
munications link between the two govern- 
ments capable of transmitting messages re- 
lating to arms control and confidence build- 
ing. 


When the Nuclear Risk Reduction Cen- 
ters began operations in April 1988, the 
NRRC agreement called for certain notifi- 
cations of ballistic missile launches in ac- 
cordance with the 1971 accidents measures 
agreement and the 1972 agreement on the 
Prevention of Incidents on and over the 
High Seas (INCSEA). The entry into force 
of the INF treaty and the conclusion of the 
Strategic Ballistic Missile Launch Notifica- 
tion Agreement at the 1988 Moscow 
summit broadened and increased the ex- 
changes of information and _ notifications 
handled by the centers. 


We are particularly pleased to mark the 
first anniversary of the signing of the NRRC 
agreement. The establishment of the cen- 
ters not only serves as a concrete example 
of our commitment to reduce the risk of 
conflict but also complements our ongoing 
work toward the President’s objectives of 
meaningful, equitable, and verifiable reduc- 
tion in the U.S. and Soviet nuclear arsenals. 


The agreement to establish the centers 
was the result of a U.S. initiative, an intia- 
tive characterized by close and productive 
cooperation among the executive branch, 
the Congress, and private groups of individ- 
uals who shared the common goal of reach- 
ing a practical accord with the Soviets that 
advances our efforts to strengthen peace 
and security. In particular, we wish to ex- 
press appreciation for the counsel and lead- 
ership provided by Senators Sam Nunn and 
John Warner, who worked over the years to 
help to make the Nuclear Risk Reduction 
Centers a reality. 
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Statement by the Assistant to the 
President for Press Relations on the 
Soviet-United States Joint Verification 
Experiment for Nuclear Testing 
September 14, 1988 


Today at the Soviet nuclear test site at 
Semipalatinsk, the United States and the 
Soviet Union conducted the second and 
concluding phase of the Joint Verification 
Experiment (JVE). As in the successful first 
phase of the JVE last month at the USS. 
nuclear test site in Nevada, U.S. and Soviet 
scientists, technicians, and observers were 
present to measure the yield of the explo- 
sion. 

We believe these experiments have dem- 
onstrated the effectiveness and nonintru- 
siveness of CORRTEX, our preferred 
method, and should allow the Soviet Union 
to accept its routine use. 

The JVE process is the result of a US. 
initiative embodied in the agreement 
reached at the Moscow summit which pro- 
vided for one underground nuclear explo- 
sion experiment at the U.S. test site in 
Nevada and another at the Soviet test site. 
Following today’s phase of the JVE, USS. 
and Soviet negotiators return to Geneva to 
continue the current round of negotiations 
on nuclear testing. Our objective for these 
negotiations is to conclude an agreement on 
effective verification measures for the 
unratified Threshold Test Ban Treaty 
(TTBT) and the Peaceful Nuclear Explo- 
sions Treaty (PNET). Today’s JVE at Semi- 
palatinsk moves us further toward achieving 
agreement on the effective verification pro- 
tocols which are essential for the two trea- 
ties and reflects the success of the adminis- 
tration’s practical and measured approach 
to nuclear testing issues. 


Appointment of Rebecca Gernhardt 
Range as Chairperson of the 
Interagency Committee on Women’s 
Business Enterprise 

September 14, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Rebecca Gernhardt Range 
to be Chairperson of the Interagency Com- 


mittee on Women’s Business Enterprise. 
She would succeed Susan E. Phillips. 

Since 1987 Ms. Range has been Deputy 
Assistant to the President and Director of 


-the Office of Public Liaison at the White 


House. Prior to this she was Assistant Secre- 
tary for Governmental Affairs at the De- 
partment of Transportation, 1985-1987. She 
was counselor to the Secretary of Transpor- 
tation, 1984-1985, and Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Governmental Affairs, 1983- 
1984. Ms. Range has also served as chief of 
staff, legislative assistant, and staff assistant 
for Senator Ted Stevens, 1977-1983. 

Ms. Range graduated from DePauw Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1976) and Catholic University, 
Columbus School of Law (J.D., 1981). She is 
a member of the District of Columbia and 
American Bar Associations. She was born 
October 23, 1954, in Mansfield, OH. Ms. 
Range is married, has two children, and re- 
sides in Washington, DC. 


Remarks at a Republican Party Rally in 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri 


September 14, 1988 


The President. Senator Jack Danforth; 
Senator Kit Bond; and your great Congress- 
man, one of the finest, Bill Emerson; and 
Joanne, thank you all very much. It’s great 
to be in Cape Girardeau, and I want to 
thank the Southeast Missouri State Universi- 
ty Foundation, the University, and Con- 
gressman Emerson for the invitation. 

But before we begin, I have an announce- 
ment to make. The latest trade figures were 
just released by the Department of Com- 
merce this morning, and the news is very 
good. The trade deficit has declined by $3.6 
billion for the month of July. This continues 
the steady progress that we’ve seen. In fact, 
the trade deficit for the first 7 months of 
this year is over 18 percent lower than for 
the same period last year. And the long- 
term trend is excellent: The deficit is now 
at its lowest level since 1984. And today 
America’s exports are nearly at an all-time 
high, and imports are declining. And I’m 
happy to say that by resisting protectionism 
we’ve kept our economy growing at a 
strong rate, created millions of new jobs, 
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and kept inflation low. And I can tell you, 
the message is going out to every corner of 
the world: When America goes into the 
market to compete, we plan to win. Others 
may talk, but we deliver. 

Well, now, I’ve been told that SEMO stu- 
dents have a lot of spirit. And I already 
know that about my brothers in Tau Kappa 
Epsilon. But on a day like this, I can’t help 
but feel like I’m from Missouri. So, let me 
ask you to do something. Since we’re here 
in the Show Me Center, do you think that 
right now you can show me and let me 
hear some of that SEMO spirit? [Applause] 
Okay. You’ve shown me. And in fact, there 
are a few thousand students next door 
watching me on daytime television; I think 
I heard them, too. [Laughter] 

But I can’t think of any place that gives a 
better welcome than Southeast Missouri 
State. And who can match your champion 
cheerleaders and the award-winning 


Golden Eagle. Now, you know that as Presi- 
dent I can’t favor one college team over 
another. [Laughter] But with all the support 
that Congressman Emerson has given me, 
when he asked me for a favor, how could I 
refuse? So, let’s just say that this fall there 
will be at least one cowboy who will be 


rooting for the Indians. 

Now, with this great reception that 
you’ve given me, I have to say that there 
was once upon a time that to be a Republi- 
can in this area of the country felt a little 
bit like being Gary Cooper in “High 
Noon”—{/aughter|—outnumbered in a big 
way. [Laughter] But I remember the story 
of a fellow who was running for office as a 
Republican. And he was in a rural area, and 
it wasn’t known to be Republican. And he 
stopped by a farm to do some campaigning. 
And when the farmer heard he was a Re- 
publican, his jaw dropped, and he said, 
“Wait right here till I go get Ma. She’s 
never seen a Republican before.” [Laugh- 
ter] So, he got her. And the candidate 
looked around for a podium from which to 
give his speech, and the only thing he could 
find was a pile of that stuff that Bess 
Truman took 35 years trying to get Harry 
to call fertilizer. [Laughter] So, he got up 
on the mound, and when they came back 
he gave his speech. And at the end of it, 
the farmer said, “That’s the first time I ever 
heard a Republican speech.” And the candi- 
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1988 


date said, “That’s the first time I’ve ever 
given a Republican speech from a Demo- 
cratic platform.” [Laughter] 

Well, all that, as they say, is history—or 
should I say ancient history, which at my 
age is a subject that I’m regarded as an 
expert in. [Laughter] Today Missouri has a 
team that it can depend on to defend our 
basic values and keep America strong. Bill, 
Jack, Kit, and of course, Governor John Ash- 
croft. 

Now, let me take just a moment to talk 
about the positive achievements of the past 
8 years. We do have, as you’ve been told 
already, a robust, growing economy, with 
low inflation. Young people starting out can 
look forward to jobs and opportunity, a 
secure future to start a family. We’re begin- 
ning to turn around the decades-long de- 
cline in education by returning to basics 
and demanding nothing less than excel- 
lence. We’re restoring our judicial system 
by appointing serious-minded judges who 
respect the Constitution and America’s tra- 
ditional values. Our nation is again respect- 
ed in the world. Our Armed Forces are 
strong. And America is at peace. And we’ve 
rekindled an ancient pride, a noble patriot- 
ism that loves America and would extend 
our blessings to the world. 

What more can we say than that the par- 
ents of a child born today can look forward 
to the 2lst century with hope and opti- 
mism, that their child will know the bright- 
est future the world has ever seen? And let 
me say something to each one of you here 
today: That bright future is also yours; it is 
your birthright as Americans. And what we 
have seen in the last years is only the begin- 
ning. Soon you will be out there with all 
your energy and creativity, taking advan- 
tage of the greatest opportunities on Earth. 
And when that moment comes, well, all I 
can say is, Katie, bar the door. 

America has traveled such a remarkable 
distance in the last 8 years that the memory 
has faded of the economic and foreign 
policy crises that we faced when Vice Presi- 
dent Bush and I took office. The truth is 
that when you take a walk down our oppo- 
sition’s memory lane it starts to look like 
“Nightmare on Elm Street.” And if you 
want to remember how things really were 
just a few years back, think of the year 
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1979. In that one year, Iran, Nicaragua, and 
Grenada were all lost. Iran fell to the Aya- 
tollah. Nicaragua and Grenada were taken 
by the Communists. In that one year, our 
Embassy in Iran was seized, not once but 
twice. Our Ambassador to Afghanistan was 
assassinated by Communist gunmen, and 
that country invaded by Soviet troops. Add 
to that the economic crisis at home. That 
was just 9 years ago, and we’re still paying 
for it today. That was the year 1979. Don’t 
we have the right to ask the American 
people: If the liberals return to power, what 
happens in 1989? 

Let’s remember one thing: When the 
American people saw that under the other 
fellows the economic misery index was soar- 
ing off the charts—and I think I’d better 
stop right there and explain to you what 
the misery index was. The misery index was 
created by adding the rate of inflation to 
the rate of unemployment. And it took 
place in the Presidential race between Jerry 
Ford and Jimmy Carter. And it was invent- 
ed by the Carter people because that 
misery index then was somewhere around 
12 percent or so. And they said that any 
man with a misery index of that size didn’t 
have the right to even seek the Presidency. 
Well, something happened about that be- 
cause you never heard of the misery index 
in 1980. Because it was somewhere in the 
twenties by the 1980’s. And now the misery 
index, if they wanted to use it, is less than 
10 and continues to go down. 

Today we have peace and prosperity, and 
the liberals are trying to pretend those eco- 
nomic and foreign policy nightmares they 
gave us never happened. One political com- 
mentator noticed this at their recent con- 
vention in Atlanta. And believe me, I just 
don’t think I can improve on this para- 
graph. Forgive me. I have to mention my 
name in it. But I’m quoting Mark Helprin 
who said—and remember this is from him 
now, not me. I might be accused of being 
biased. [Laughter] He said, “After 8 years of 
R.R., a dozen new or incipient democracies 
in South America, the Philippines, and 
South Korea; after Russian or proxy with- 
drawal in process in Afghanistan, Angola, 
and Cambodia; the winding down of the 
Iran-Iraq war; half a dozen treaties and 
summits with a marvelously chastened 
Soviet Union; after the longest peacetime 


economic expansion in American history, 
record employment and a 2-point drop in 
the unemployment rate, a significant drop 
in the crime rate, a 12-point drop in the 
prime interest rate, and a 10-point drop in 
the rate of inflation, not to mention tax 
reform and an economy that has succeeded 
in making the stock market crash almost 
inconsequential,” well, the liberal leader- 
ship came out this summer and said don’t 
blame us, we told you so. [Laughter] I'll bet 
a lot of the press didn’t think I’d ever be 
quoting one of them. [Laughter] 

Of course, the liberals still don’t under- 
stand why we were able to turn the econo- 
my around, so they’re treating good times 
as if they’re a given. Their message is: “You 
can take prosperity for granted. It’s time for 
a change, so take a chance on us.” Well, 
that’s sort of like someone telling you that if 
you stored up all the soft, cold drinks you 
could want in the refrigerator, now it’s time 
to unplug the refrigerator. [Laughter] But 
whether it’s a well-stocked refrigerator or 
our progrowth economic policies, you can’t 
unplug what’s working and expect things to 
stay the same. 

Now, I don’t think I have to tell you that 
some liberals have tried to take refuge in 
our words and phrases, like “community,” 
“family,” and “values.” But we know that 
what matters isn’t the words they use; it’s 
what they really believe and what they 
really would do. 

Well, you know, that reminds me of a little 
story. And it’s okay, isn’t it, if I tell one of 
my little stories? [Applause] It’s about Mark 
Twain. And one day Mark Twain was there 
at his dresser, and he was going through 
shirt after shirt and just couldn’t get one 
with all the buttons on it. And finally, losing 
his patience, he started using some very 
choice words. And then, as the story is told, 
about the time he was through, he turned, 
and there was his wife standing in the door- 
way. And very carefully and slowly and 
without a trace of emotion she repeated 
every naughty word just uttered by her 
husband. And that took several minutes. 
[Laughter] And when she was through, she 
just stood there, silent, hoping her display 
would shame her husband. And _ instead 
there was twinkle in Twain’s eye. He 
puffed on his cigar and said, “My dear, you 
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have the words. You just don’t have the 
music.” [Laughter] 

Well, you know that’s true about the lib- 
erals. They can try and adopt our words. 
For example, only in the past few days 
we've heard talk about how the opposition 
really is in favor of a strong defense. We 
haven’t seen such a radical transformation 
since Dustin Hoffman played “Tootsie.” 
[Laughter] But as long as we get out there 
and give the American people the music, 
there isn’t a chance they'll get away with 
just the words. 

Ultimately, the choice before the Ameri- 
can people is the choice between two vi- 
sions: on the one hand, the policies of limit- 
ed government, economic growth, a strong 
defense, and a firm foreign policy; and on 
the other hand, policies of tax and spend, 
economic stagnation, international weak- 
ness and accommodation, and always, 
always, from them, “Blame America first.” 
It’s the choice between the policies of liber- 
alism or the policies of America’s political 
mainstream. 

Now, I’m a former Democrat, but I think 
you know what I mean when I raise ques- 
tions about the distinction between the 
rank and file Democrats today and the lib- 
eral leadership of their party in Washing- 
ton, a liberal leadership that has turned a 
once proud party of hope and affirmation 
into one dominated by strident liberalism 
and negativism. They have made the party 
of “yes”, the party of “no”—“no” to holding 
a line on taxes, “no” to spending cuts, “no” 
to the line-item veto, “no” to the balanced 
budget amendment, “no” to the Pledge of 
Allegiance, “no” to the death penalty, “no” 
to tough-minded judges, “no” to the school 
prayer amendment, “no” to the right to 
life, and “no” to adequate defense spend- 
ing, “no” to a strategic defense system that 
protects America from nuclear missiles, 
“no” to the foreign policy of strength and 
purpose that has told the truth about com- 
munism and helped bring the first signs of 
change to the Soviet Union in decades. And 
to my way of thinking, that’s too many no’s— 
too many no’s to you and me and the 
American people and what we want done 
in Washington. 

What 1988 is about is America’s future. 
Yes, we're proud of our record of 69 
months of economic growth, the longest 
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sustained growth in our nation’s history, 
and over 17% million new jobs. And inci- 
dently, about that figure, whatever you may 
have heard of certain individuals on televi- 
sion recently, they weren’t all low-salary 
type of jobs. As a matter of fact, almost two- 
thirds of them are above the median 
income. 

Well, all this is very good, but it isn’t 
good enough for us. We want more: more 
growth, more opportunity, more jobs. And 
we intend to ensure this kind of economic 
prosperity right through the nineties and 
into the next century by guaranteeing the 
Federal Government can never again spend 
and tax the American people into another 
economic nightmare. We will do it by pass- 
ing the line-item veto, the balanced budget 
amendment, and limits on the congressional 
taxing power. 

And there’s one last issue. Yes, it’s more 
important than even all the other crucial 
matters we’ve already discussed. Ladies and 
gentlemen, just a few years ago, I wonder 
how many of us could really have believed 
then that so many of our fondest hopes and 
dreams for America could come true. And 
of all those things that have happened, how 
many of us could have imagined 8 or even 
4 years ago that one day an American Presi- 
dent would have an opportunity to stand as 
I did a few months ago there in the Lenin 
Hills, at a podium at Moscow State Universi- 
ty, and tell the young people of the Soviet 
Union about the wonder and glory of 
human freedom. With the beginning of 
change that we have seen in the Eastern 
bloc and with the development of concepts 
like a Strategic Defense Initiative, SDI, that 
destroys weapons, not people, it’s just possi- 
ble that we have a chance now to end the 
two great nightmares of this century and 
give our children a future free of both total- 
itarianism and nuclear terror. 

We’ve proved what works in foreign 
policy. We have demonstrated time and 
again that candid rhetoric, a strong defense, 
and tough diplomacy bring peace. 

What a great moment we have before us, 
and, oh, how future generations will dishon- 
or us if now in a moment of sudden folly 
we throw it all away. 

Audience member. Win one for the 
Gipper! 
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The President. You don’t know how much 
that warms my heart. 

Well, this is now what is all at stake. We 
must hold to this moment of hope, and we 
must be allowed to complete that which we 
have begun. So, let us go forth then, you 
and I, to tell the American people what’s 
really at stake: the fate of generations to 
come, the hopes of peace and freedom for 
our children and for all the children of the 
world. Yes, some say that it’s time for a 
change. Well, ladies and gentlemen, we are 
the change. It started 8 years ago. 

Well, I want to thank you all. This is very 
heartwarming, believe me, for me to be 
here with you today and to talk to you 
about these things. I just want ~io—oh, I 
can’t resist. I’m supposed to quit right here. 

The Audience. No! 

The President. Oh, yes. But in view of the 
past things that I just said, I don’t know 
whether you know it or not, but I have a 
new hobby. I am collecting stories that I 
can actually prove are told among the Rus- 
sian people. They make them up them- 
selves. They tell them between themselves. 
It reveals they’ve got a great sense of 
humor, and they’ve also got a little cynical 
attitude about things in their country. And 
one of these stories, the one I’m going to 
tell you, I told to General Secretary Gorba- 
chev, and he laughed. [Laughter] 

The story was, an American and a Russian 
arguing about their two countries. And the 
American said, “Look, in my country I can 
walk into the Oval Office. I can pound the 
President’s desk and say ‘Mr. President, I 
don’t like the way you’re running our coun- 
try.’” And the Russian said, “I can do that.” 
The American says, “You can?” He says, 
“Yes. I can go into the Kremlin to the Gen- 
eral Secretary’s office, pound his desk, and 
say ‘Mr. General Secretary, I don’t like the 
way President Reagan is running his coun- 
try.’ ” [Laughter] 

Well, thank you all, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:32 p.m. in 
the Main Hall of the Show Me Center of 
Southeast Missouri State University. In his 
remarks, he referred to Senators John C. 
Danforth and Christopher S. Bond, Repre- 
sentative Bill Emerson, Mrs. Joanne Emer- 
son, and Gov. John Ashcroft. The President 
also referred to the Southeast Missouri State 


University Golden Eagles marching band 
and the school mascot, the Indians. 


Remarks at a Republican Party 
Campaign Fundraiser in St. Louis, 
Missouri 

September 14, 1988 


Thank you all, and thank you Governor 
Ashcroft. And a special thank you to Sena- 
tor Kit Bond and Senator Jack Danforth; 
Congressman Jack Buechner; our new State 
chairman, Tom Fowler—congratulations, 
Tom—and our outgoing State chairman Hil- 
lard Selka. And congratulations to you, Hil- 
lard, for having done such a great job. And 
let me also say that a friend of mine asked 
me to pass on a hello to his brother, 
“Bucky” Bush. [Laughter] But I’m pleased 
to be here today to speak for a great team, 
our Republican candidates running here in 
Missouri this year, including Governor John 
Ashcroft, Senator Jack Danforth, our Repub- 
lican congressional delegation and, since as 
Vice President he’s already President of the 
Senate, for President George Bush. 

In the last 8 years, as our administration 
cut interest rates to half of what they were 
and inflation to a third, as we set America 
on the path of the longest peacetime expan- 
sion in our history, and as we negotiated 
the first real reduction in Soviet and USS. 
nuclear missiles in world history—as we did 
all this, no one has been a better ally in the 
Senate than Kit Bond and Jack Danforth. 
And as we’ve worked to restore a respect 
for basics in American education—mastery 
of fundamental skills, respect for bedrock 
moral values, an emphasis on achieve- 
ment,—no Governor has done more to blaze 
the trail than Governor John Ashcroft. And 
as we've fought a liberal mentality that said 
there was safety in weakness, as we've 
worked to restore America’s strength, no 
delegation on the House side has been 
more steadfast in supporting us than the 
Missouri Republicans. I only wish we had a 
few more of them. [Laughter] 

Yes, we’ve come a long way; and yet, my 
friends, I must tell you that everything 
we’ve done these last 8 years, everything, 
could be lost faster than you can say the 
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Pledge of Allegiance. [Laughter] Our oppo- 
nents this year are the masked marvels of 
American politics. Their every word covers 
the extreme liberal face of their agenda. 
When they say “opportunity,” they mean 
“subsidies.” When they say “closing the def- 
icit,” they mean “raising taxes.” When they 
talk about a “strong defense,” they mean 
“cutting defense spending.” Yes, and yet 
hard as they try to hide, the liberals give 
themselves away when they say that if 
they’re elected, “the Reagan era will be 
over.” 

What do you suppose they mean? 
[Laughter] When we took office 8 years 
ago, America was in the worst economic 
crisis since the Great Depression. We 
turned that around; and since our expansion 
began, we’ve created more than 17% mil- 
lion new jobs, reduced unemployment to 
nearly the lowest it’s been in 14 years, and 
presided over the greatest flowering of new 
businesses and new technology in the histo- 
ry of the world. And today a greater pro- 
portion of our potential work force—maybe 
you don’t know the definition for that, “po- 
tential work force.” That is everyone, male 
and female, from the age of 16 and up, in 
the United States. And a greater proportion 
of that work force is employed than ever 
before in the history of the United States of 
America. And you think about how many 
people in the younger levels of that poten- 
tial pool are still getting an education and 
so forth, and then stop to think that almost 
two-thirds of that whole pool is today em- 
ployed here in the United States. 

And yet our opponents say it’s time for 
this era to be over. When we talk about 
rising real family income, they reply that 
family income is no higher now than it was 
in 1968. Well, first, they’re wrong about 
that. By our best measurement it’s 18 per- 
cent higher today than it was 20 years ago. 
But still, it’s a strange thing for them to 
bring up. After all, do they really want us to 
remind people that between 1977 and 
1981—I don’t know why I picked those 
years—{laughter|the _atter-inflation  in- 
come of the typical American family fell by 
almost 7 percent, or that since then it’s 
risen by more than 10 percent? 

They dismiss our accomplishments in 
education. And again, that’s strange. Do 
they really want to remind Americans that 
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when they last controlled the House, the 
Senate, and the White House, the SAT 
scores—those scores for proving qualifica- 
tion to get into college—fell steadily, or that 
since our back-to-basics campaign got roll- 
ing around the country, those SAT scores, 
as they’re called, have begun to rise again? 
And let me add, we won’t be satisfied until 
they’re back where they were at their peak 
and still going up. 

They deride our war on drugs—stranger 
still. You wouldn’t think they’d want us to 
remember that during the last liberal ad- 
ministration the Justice Department started 
to lose interest in narcotics cases. Each year 
it brought fewer cases, and convictions 
were down by one-third in their last year in 
office. Well, since we took charge, Federal 
narcotics convictions have more than dou- 
bled. And while the number of drug users 
soared during the last administration, it’s 
dropping now. And earlier this year we got 
the best news of all: High school students 
are saying no to drugs, including cocaine, as 
never before. But as a certain lovely lady 
keeps reminding me, as long as even one 
American uses illegal drugs, that number 
will still be too high. Incidentally, maybe I 
can tell you a little story that you might not 
know. That whole movement of Just Say No 
to Drugs—that started when Nancy was 
speaking to a group of schoolchildren out in 
Oakland, California, and a little girl stood 
up and said: “Well, what do we do? What 
do we. say when someone offers us drugs?” 
Well, Nancy said, “Just say no.” And today 
there are over 12,000 Just Say No clubs in 
the schools across the Nation. 

Our opponents talk about the courts. But 
do they really want to remind the Nation of 
the kind of judges they have appointed in 
the past, or that we have worked to place 
on the bench judges and justices who are 
not just concerned about the rights of crimi- 
nals but also about those of the victims of 
crime? 

And our opponents talk about competi- 
tiveness. Do they want to remind people 
that when they were last in office, manufac- 
turing productivity increases slowed to a 
crawl, or that since we came to office, pro- 
ductivity is up sharply, by over 30 percent, 
and that America is exporting more than 
almost any time in history? 
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As I announced earlier today, the Depart- 
ment of Commerce released the latest trade 
figures early this morning. I know that 
they’ve made Jack Danforth, who’s been 
one of the Senate’s leaders in helping us 
open up international markets, very happy. 
Yes, in July the trade imbalance dropped 
like a stone. So far this year it’s down nearly 
one-fifth from the same period last year. 
Exports are up, imports down, and the 
American worker is tops in the world. 

This year the liberal opposition has field- 
ed candidates who don’t know left from 
center. [Laughter] Many of them talk about 
reaching for the center; but on issues like 
national defense, as former Secretary of De- 
fense James Schlesinger wrote recently, too 
many of their candidates seem to believe 
that, and in his words, “the way to deter 
war is to be unprepared to respond.” They 
would cut the B-1 bomber, the Midgetman 
missile, our Strategic Defense Initiative, and 
wipe out two carrier battle groups in our 
Navy. In fact, what they plan for the Navy 
is so bad that by the time they get through 
Michael may have to row the boat ashore. 
[Laughter] 

So, you tell me, when the liberals try to 
tell the American people they won’t raise 
taxes, but fail to mention the new spending 
programs they’ve promised every liberal 
special interest group in Washington, are 
we going to stand by and let them get away 
with it? When the liberal leadership tried to 
portray themselves as the newly ordained 
champions of law and order, but forgets 
that they have to mention that they’ve 
given a virtual veto power over the Su- 
preme Court appointments to fellow liber- 
als like the Civil Liberties Union, are we 
going to stand by and let them get away 
with it? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. When the liberal leader- 
ship tried to tell the American people that 
they’re the party of peace, but forgets to 
admit they jeopardized the chance for 
peace and tried to tie my hands in arms 
negotiations by favoring a nuclear freeze, 
cutting defense, and gutting SDI, are we 
going to let them get away with it? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. 1 thought you might 
object. [Laughter] I wonder how they be- 
lieve that we got where we’ve gotten in the 


three summit meetings with the General 
Secretary of the Soviet Union if it wasn’t by 
strengthening our defense and making it 
plain that we would continue to do so as 
long as it was necessary to remain—{ap- 
plause]. 

Yes, my friends, when our liberal oppo- 
nents refuse to even whisper the “L” word 
and insist that “this election is not about 
ideology, it’s about competence,” they’re 
just acknowledging that where they want to 
take America, America doesn’t want to go. 
They know, as well as you do, and as well 
as our nation does, that the one issue, the 
only issue, that will matter after Inaugura- 
tion Day, is the issue of direction. Will we 
reelect peace and prosperity? Or will we 
play “Truth or Consequences” with trench- 
coat liberals? 

Now, let me say a word about a Bush 
administration, and it’s very simple. There’s 
one way that I hope it will be different 
from ours. If it hadn’t been for a Republi- 
can Senate in our first 6 years, we wouldn’t 
have accomplished half of what we did. If 
we'd had one these last 2 years, we could 
have done much more. But today, with the 
other party in control of both Houses, we 
face a monkey-wrench Congress deter- 
mined to throw almost anything into the 
gears of government to gum up the works. 
Some people say that having both Houses of 
Congress in the hands of the other party is 
a check on the President. But from what 
I’ve seen, when both Houses are in the 
hands of our opponents, there is very little 
a President can do to check them. That’s 
why I’ve wanted a line-item veto: to help 
the President rein in Congress. But until 
the President gets such a veto, he must 
have at least one House in his own party if 
he’s effectively to check congressional 
powers. 

I hope that we can make sure that 
George Bush has more friends on Capitol 
Hill than he had on that Pacific Island 
where he was shot down. You know, if you 
do know some people—and I know some 
that really honestly think that, the Congress 
being the way it is, that that’s a part of our 
checks and balances. The people nation- 
wide elect the President, the only office, 
that and Vice President, elected by the 
entire public. But then they turn around 


1153 





Sept. 14 / Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1988 


and let a Congress come in that is pledged 
not to let the elected President do the 
things he said he was going to do and for 
which he was elected. And if it’s checks and 
balances, isn’t it funny that in the last 56 
years, 52 of those years the Congress, or the 
House of Representatives has been Demo- 
cratic? And 46 of those years, they’ve had 
both Houses of the Congress. I had that 6 
that I mentioned. Now, isn’t it strange? The 
only Republican President in these 56 years 
who had a Republican Congress was Eisen- 
hower for 2 of his 8 years. But the Demo- 
crats have had a Democratic Congress for 
Democrat Presidents for 34 years out of this 
period, where if they’ve had the Presidency 
for 34 years, they’ve had a Democratic Con- 
gress for 32. Harry Truman had 2 years of 
Republicans and never got over it. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Well, there’s no better way to start help- 
ing George Bush in the way that I said than 
to return Jack Danforth to the United States 
Senate and to elect our Republican congres- 
sional candidates to the House. Now, noth- 
ing would please me more than for Presi- 
dent Bush to have on Inauguration Day a 
gift: a Republican Congress. And I’d also 
like it if he knew that when he needed a 
view from a statehouse he could turn to a 
reelected Governor John Ashcroft. Your 
slogan here is “Missouri is a Must,” and it is. 
We must win Missouri this year if all those 
who stand for what we stand for are to be 
able to stop playing defensive ball in Wash- 
ington. And that just doesn’t mean just the 
top of the ticket. It means Governor Ash- 
croft. It means Senator Danforth. It means 
our congressional candidates. Every one. So, 
here’s my request to you—I enjoy saying 
this: Go out and win one for the Gipper. 

Thank you very much, and God bless you 
all. And now I have to go back to Washing- 
ton before it gets in more trouble while 
we're gone. 


Note: The President spoke at 6:15 p.m. in 
the King Louis IX Ballroom at the Omni 
Hotel. At the conclusion of his remarks, he 
returned to Washington, DC. 


Statement on the Senate’s Confirmation 
of Nicholas F. Brady as Secretary of the 
Treasury 


September 14, 1988 


I am extremely pleased that the Senate 
has voted to confirm my nomination of 
Nicholas F. Brady to be the Secretary of the 
Treasury, succeeding James A. Baker III. | 

Nick Brady has served as the United 
States Senator from New Jersey and has 
been a leader in the investment communi- 
ty. I cannot imagine anyone more qualified 
to step in as Treasury Secretary. Now that 
he has been confirmed by the Senate, he 
will become the chief economic spokesman 
for my administration. Nick’s sure hand at 
the helm will ensure the steady continu- 
ation of the economic policies that have 
brought about the longest economic recov- 
ery in our history and job opportunities that 
have resulted in the lowest unemployment 
rate in 14 years. 

I am confident that Nick Brady will serve 
the Department and his country well. I look 
forward to having a full Cabinet once the 
Senate has confirmed my nominee for Sec- 
retary of Education, Lauro Cavazos. 


Proclamation 5861—National Medical 
Research Day, 1988 


September 14, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


As the 20th century approaches its close, 
medical researchers are peering ever 
deeper into the mysteries of living process- 
es. Their investigations and discoveries are 
yielding a rich harvest of information and 
insight, suggesting strategies for alleviating 
countless ailments that afflict or kill millions 
of our fellow citizens each year. National 
Medical Research Day, 1988, gives us the 
opportunity to pause in gratitude for all 
that American medical research has done 
through the decades to save lives and pre- 
serve health. 





Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1988 / Sept. 15 


The progress made by today’s medical re- 
searchers is part of a long tradition in 
American biomedical research. In the past 
century, researchers have triumphed over 
such formerly deadly diseases as diphtheria, 
polio, and tetanus. Furthermore, vaccines 
and treatments developed in America’s bio- 
medical laboratories have helped lead to 
virtually global elimination of formerly 
deadly epidemics such as cholera, smallpox, 
yellow fever, and bubonic plague. Medical 
research has also resulted in the develop- 
ment of new drugs and surgical procedures 
and improved understanding of environ- 
mental and behavioral components of indi- 
vidual health. These advances have benefit- 
ed Americans and all humanity. 

Such successes occur because of our con- 
tinuing commitment to such Federal agen- 
cies as the National Institutes of Health; the 
Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health 
Administration; and the Centers for Disease 
Control, which support studies not only in 
their own laboratories, but also at universi- 
ties and research institutions throughout the 
country; and because of the work of acade- 
mia, industry, and voluntary organizations. 
Such cooperation in medical research has 
led to products that contribute to America’s 
economy and to our Nation’s ability to com- 
pete successfully in international trade. 

The investment of the United States in 
biomedical research continues, and so does 
our national commitment to training those 
who will conduct this research in the years 
to come. 

In recognition of American medical re- 
search, the Congress, by Senate Joint Reso- 
lution 328, has designated September 14, 
1988, as “National Medical Research Day” 
and authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
day. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim September 14, 1988, as 
National Medical Research Day, and I call 
upon the people of the United States and 
Federal, State, and local government offi- 
cials to observe this day with appropriate 
events and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourteenth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and eighty-eight, and of the Independence 


of the United States of America the two 
hundred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:03 p.m., September 15, 1988] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on September 
15. 


Proclamation 5862—Fire Prevention 
Week, 1988 


September 14, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


We consider fire an essential part of our 
daily lives, because with it we cook our 
food, heat our homes, and generate the 
energy that fuels businesses and industries 
across our country. But uncontrolled, fire 
becomes an enemy that threatens our 
homes, friends, and families. 

Fire exacts a heavy price in the United 
States, disproportionately striking young 
people and senior citizens. Fire is deadliest 
in the home, where it can strike without 
warning, late at night, when we are least 
prepared to defend ourselves. Each year, 
hundreds of thousands of fires in the home 
cause thousands of civilian deaths and inju- 
ries, and billions in direct property damage. 

Human error is largely responsible for the 
tragedy of fire in the home—and human 
intervention can do much to stop that trag- 
edy. Each of us has the ability to prevent 
needless suffering from the destructive 
power of fire. 

This fall, Fire Prevention Week will be an 
opportunity for Americans to show their 
best, as they help one another learn and 
practice fire safety steps. The tools we need 
to protect our homes and our loved ones 
from fire are simple. This year, the National 
Fire Prevention Week theme, “A Sound 
You Can Live With—Test Your Smoke De- 
tector!”, emphasizes easy steps we can take 
to give us valuable time to escape a home 
fire. 
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During Fire Prevention Week, all Ameri- 
cans should test their home smoke detec- 
tors, replace the batteries if needed, and 
learn the simple maintenance practices that 
will keep a smoke detector ready to protect 
the home. Replacing batteries and keeping 
a smoke detector dust- and dirt-free are a 
small investment of time that can make 
possible the precious minutes members of a 
household need to reach safety. Families 
across America should also use Fire Preven- 
tion Week as a time to practice a home 
escape plan. We should likewise spend time 
checking our homes for fire dangers—im- 
properly stored flammable liquids; electrical 
problems; creosote buildup in chimneys; 
lack of spacing around home heating equip- 
ment such as woodstoves, or flammable ma- 
terials too close to portable heaters; and 
other hazards. 

Every small measure we as individuals 
take to prevent fire increases the level of 
fire safety throughout our country. Many 
organizations dedicated to fire safety across 
the United States will sponsor activities 
during Fire Prevention Week; they deserve 
our cooperation and gratitude. 

These organizations include the National 
Fire Protection Association, the Internation- 
al Association of Fire Fighters, the Interna- 
tional Association of Fire Chiefs, the Nation- 
al Volunteer Fire Council, the International 
Society of Fire Service Instructors, the Fire 
Marshals Association of North America, and 
all the organizations that belong to the Joint 
Council of National Fire Service Organiza- 
tions. 

We should honor the dedicated men and 
women of these organizations, especially 
the thousands of fire fighters throughout 
the United States. We pay special honor to 
the selfless fire fighters who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice, losing their lives in the 
line of duty so that others might live. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim the week of October 9 
through October 15, 1988, as Fire Preven- 
tion Week, and I call upon the people of 
the United States to plan and actively par- 
ticipate in fire prevention activities during 
this week and throughout the year. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
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my hand this fourteenth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and eighty-eight, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and thirteenth. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:04 p.m., September 15, 1988] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on September 
15. 


Proclamation 5863—Mental Illness 
Awareness Week, 1988 


September 15, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Mental Illness Awareness Week, 1988, 
offers all Americans a welcome and much- 
needed chance to expand their knowledge 
about the nature, causes, and treatments of 
mental illness and to grow in understanding 
concerning those afflicted; their families; 
and appropriate attitudes toward, and assist- 
ance for, victims of mental illness. This is an 
opportunity we surely should utilize, be- 
cause it can do much good throughout our 
land. 

The 20th century has seen more and 
more recognition of the role of disease 
processes in mental disorders. This message 
has reached millions, but pockets of misin- 
formation, prejudice, and misunderstanding 
remain. Everyone should be aware that re- 
search has discovered many genetic, bio- 
chemical, and environmental causes of 
mental dysfunction. Further, changes in 
medicine and technology are taking place 
so rapidly that many citizens have not yet 
heard of vital recent advances that allow 
health professionals to diagnose and treat 
many forms of mental illness with increas- 
ing effectiveness. 

We have also learned that people can 
take purposeful steps toward improving the 
lives of their loved ones, friends, and fellow 
citizens who are affected by mental ill- 
ness—and that many of the burdens experi- 
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enced by family members as they care for 
the mentally ill should and can be shared 
by the wider community. During Mental 
Iliness Awareness Week and all year long, 
we can recall and be thankful for our con- 
tinuing progress into diagnosis, treatment, 
assistance, and understanding for all those 
of every age and condition who cannot 
reach their potential or lead independent, 
fulfilling lives because of mental illness. Let 
us also resolve to put into practice, as indi- 
viduals and in private and community ef- 
forts, all that we have learned and achieved 
regarding ways to help, encourage, and be- 
friend mentally ill Americans and their fam- 
ilies. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100-390, 
has designated the week of October 2 
through October 8, 1988, as “Mental Illness 
Awareness Week” and authorized and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion in its observance. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of October 2 
through October 8, 1988, as Mental Illness 
Awareness Week. I call upon the people of 
the United States to observe this week with 
ceremonies and activities that will enhance 
the well-being of our Nation by increasing 
knowledge and understanding about mental 
illnesses and their treatments. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifteenth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:05 p.m., September 15, 1988] 


Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Annual Report of the Federal 
Labor Relations Authority 

September 15, 1988 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with Section 7104(e) of 
Title 5, United States Code, I hereby trans- 
mit the Ninth Annual Report of the Federal 


Labor Relations Authority, which covers 
Fiscal Year 1987. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
September 15, 1988. 


Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Report on Agricultural Trade 
Prospects in Selected Countries 


September 15, 1988 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I thereby transmit the report on Agricul- 
tural Trade Prospects in Selected Countries 
prepared by my Special Assistant for Agri- 
cultural Trade and Food Assistance pursu- 
ant to the requirements of Section 1113 of 
the Food Security Act of 1985 (Public Law 
99-198 of December 23, 1985). 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
September 15, 1988. 


Message to the Congress Reporting on 
Regulatory Reform 


September 15, 1988 


To the Congress of the United States: 

When I took office I set in motion a plan 
to improve and rationalize the regulatory 
activity of Federal agencies. The program 
was designed to ensure full analysis of possi- 
ble regulatory impacts, to bring about 
greater coordination within the govern- 
ment, and to increase public information 
about and participation in the process. To 
enhance presidential oversight, I issued Ex- 
ecutive orders directing regulatory agencies 
to justify their exercise of regulatory discre- 
tion, demonstrate the likely benefits and 
costs of individual regulations, and better 
inform the public of their plans and activi- 
ties. To provide leadership for these efforts 
to improve the regulatory process, I estab- 
lished the Presidential Task Force on Regu- 
latory Relief, chaired by Vice President 
George Bush. I believe these steps have 
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served the American people well and as- 
sured greater constitutional accountability. 

Experience over the past 2 decades sug- 
gests the need for the President to establish 
publicly the overall direction for regulatory 
agencies by announcing the general, gov- 
ernment-wide principles, both economic 
and social, to which regulatory agencies 
should adhere as they implement their stat- 
utory responsibilities. Our Administration 
has established a process in which the 
Office of Management and Budget issues an 
annual Regulatory Program of the United 
States Government setting forth the regula- 
tory proposals of my Administration for the 
coming year. The Regulatory Program im- 
proves agency regulatory management by 
requiring agencies to observe the Presi- 
dent’s regulatory priorities and coordinate 
with OMB and one another. In addition, 
these reports provide the Congress and the 
American people—before the publication of 
any proposed regulation—with a compre- 
hensive outline of how the Administration 
intends to exercise the discretion the Con- 
gress has provided. 

The President must also provide for day- 
to-day oversight of agency regulatory devel- 
opments. This oversight process, carried out 
through the Executive Office of the Presi- 
dent, includes monitoring agency activity, 
coordinating government-wide issues, iden- 
tifying issues of concern, and, with appro- 
priate interagency discussion, ensuring that 
any remaining issues are resolved. 

This Administration understands that 
American life is burdened by too much reg- 
ulation and that true regulatory reform 
must involve regulatory reduction. Today, 
more than 100 Federal agencies maintain 
thousands of regulations that have an enor- 
mous impact on how we live and what we 
do. Regulations tell us what is safe and what 
we can buy. Government regulates how we 
make, price, sell, transport, use, and discard 
the products of everyday American life. 

This pervasive government power can be 
used for good or ill. And as regulation grew 
over the past 5 decades, government “red 
tape” became a great burden on our free 
enterprise system. Over the last 7% years, 
we have substantially reduced that burden, 
cutting red tape and slowing the pace of 
new regulation. 

When I became President in 1981, I di- 
rected that Federal agencies, within the 
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scope afforded by law, should reduce the 
excess burden of government regulation 
that is borne by every worker, consumer, 
business, and State and local government in 
this Nation. Under the guidance of the 
Presidential Task Force on Regulatory 
Relief, Federal agencies have eliminated 
unnecessary regulatory costs ranging in the 
tens of billions of dollars. Federal reporting 
requirements have been eased wherever 
possible, and we have worked hard to 
ensure that the paperwork burden imposed 
on the American people does not get out of 
control. As we have weeded out and elimi- 
nated wasteful, unnecessary, and intrusive 
regulatory standards, we have also encour- 
aged the development of useful regulations 
that will increase benefits to society as a 
whole. 

The steady but enormous progress the 
Vice President and I have made over the 
past 7% years to improve the way govern- 
ment regulates has been one of our Admin- 
istration’s proudest achievements. However, 
much more remains to be done. Managing 
the Federal regulatory machinery will con- 
tinue of necessity to be a high priority for 
Presidents in the years ahead. For this 
reason, I am certain the new Chief Execu- 
tive will want to continue this endeavor to 
serve the public interest by insisting that 
regulatory activity be productive. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
September 15, 1988. 


Remarks at a White House Briefing for 
Hispanic-American News Media 


September 15, 1988 


The President. Well, good morning. I 
know you've already heard from Dick 
Thornburgh and Bill Bennett, and they’re a 
tough act to follow. So, I’m taking this op- 
portunity to announce the nomination of 
my fellow Californian, Ferdinand Fernan- 
dez, to the Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit. Judge Fernandez is currently a 
Federal district judge for the Central Dis- 
trict of California, and he’ll make an out- 
standing addition to the Ninth Circuit, 
which is one of the circuits the Judicial 
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Conference recently declared to be in a 
“judicial emergency” because of the 
number of vacancies. I trust the Senate will 
move quickly to confirm this important 
nomination. 

And speaking of recovery, why don’t we? 
A few days ago, I spoke to an Hispanic audi- 
ence about the traditional values and strong 
family ties that Hispanics share. We’ve done 
all we can to support all American families 
with our efforts to strengthen the economy, 
and so I’m here before you today after 69 
straight months of economic expansion. And 
don’t let the snake-oil salesmen blur your 
minds with false statistics: This expansion 
has benefited Americans of every economic 
stripe and ethnic origin. This expansion has 
swept the country, from North to South, 
East to West, Calle Ocho, did I say that 
right, or is it Ocho—Ocho—all right— 
[laughter|—in Miami to Loisaida Avenue in 
Manhattan. And nowhere have we seen 
business opportunities expand so as in your 
own field of Hispanic media. With more 
than 500 television affiliates, more than 200 
radio stations, and 76 newspapers, you’ve 
created the most vibrant ethnic media this 
nation has ever seen. And most of this 
growth has taken place in the last few 
years. 

Yes, opportunities are opening up every- 
where, and the same is true everywhere in 
the Americas. Immigrants know better than 
anyone how precious freedom and democ- 
racy are. And in the past 7 years, there’s 
been a democratic explosion throughout the 
Americas. Before George Bush and I came 
into office, less than 30 perecent of the pop- 
ulation of Central and South America lived 
in democracies; now over 90 percent of the 
people live in nations that are either fully 
democratic or well on the way there. 

As most of you know, however, sadly, two 
peoples are struggling to get out from 
under the suffocating embrace of Commu- 
nist domination. The word glasnost is 
spoken daily in the Soviet Union, but 
there’s no translation of it for the people of 
Cuba, who are still living under the yoke of 
Stalinism. And of course, there’s Nicaragua. 
It happens that today, September 15th, is 
Central American Independence Day. On 
this day in 1821, the nations of Central 
America declared their independence from 
colonial domination. Now, 167 years later, 


the Nicaraguan people yearn for a new in- 
dependence from Communist colonialism 
and aggression. 

A true, democratic Nicaraguan declara- 
tion of independence would guarantee free- 
dom of speech, a human right that’s been 
trampled upon in recent months with a 
constant intimidation of La Prensa. It would 
guarantee freedom of religion, a human 
right that’s been trampled upon by the bul- 
lying of Radio Catélica. It would guarantee 
freedom of assembly, a human right that’s 
been trampled upon by the suppression of 
independent labor unions. It would fulfill 
the promises the Sandinistas made to the 
Organization of American States in 1979. 
And it would free the Nicaraguan people 
from totalitarianism. Of course, that decla- 
ration will not willingly come. Those that 
rule by intimidation do not surrender dicta- 
torial power willingly, only when they’re 
pressured to do so. And that’s why I contin- 
ue to support the freedom fighters in Nica- 
ragua, who represent the best hope that the 
Nicaraguan declaration of independence 
will one day be the foundation of a demo- 
cratic state in Nicaragua. The freedom 
fighters run out of money on September 
30th, and Congress must see to it that the 
freedom fighters are not left without food 
and supplies. 

I’m also waiting for Congress to send the 
responsible defense legislation. I want legis- 
lation that will help my successor continue 
the policies that have brought the Soviets to 
the bargaining table and led them to begin 
pulling out of Afghanistan, as well as 
prompting a cease-fire in the Persian Gulf 
and liberating Grenada. Secretary Carlucci 
is prepared to work with Congress to come 
up with legislation that merits my approval 
and keeps our defenses strong. I will not 
stand by and watch this country once again 
be subjected to the naive and inexperi- 
enced liberal ideas that the people have 
consistently rejected and are completely 
out of step. 

When I went to Capitol Hill for the State 
of the Union, I vowed that I would never 
again sign a catch-all spending bill of the 
kind I received last year, a 14-pound, thou- 
sand-page monster. And I wasn’t making 
believe when I did this after I put it down. 
I had caught my finger. It was sore for 
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about 3 days. This year, the House and 
Senate have passed 13 individual spending 
bills, a far better way of doing business. I’ve 
signed 2 of them, just received a third, and 
expect to receive 3 others very soon. But 
the House and Senate are still haggling over 
the remaining 7 bills, even though the new 
fiscal year is starting in 2 weeks. I want to 
see those remaining 7 bills finished, on my 
desk, and fit to sign. And that includes de- 
fense legislation consistent with our policies 
of advancing freedom and peace through 
strength, the policies that have guided us 
for the past 7% years. But I fear Congress 
has gotten distracted from the task of tend- 
ing to the Nation’s fiscal business and in- 
stead is spending its time trying to score 
points before returning home for the elec- 
tion. I challenge the congressional leader- 
ship to send me all 13 spending bills by 
October Ist and accomplish something that 
hasn’t been accomplished since 1948: get- 
ting the Nation’s business done on time. 
Now I'll be happy to take your questions. 


Central and South America 


Q. Mr. President, Thomas Regalado, from 
Miami, which you know is Reagan country. 
[Laughter] Do you feel frustrated as you 
leave the White House that Cuba and Nica- 
ragua are still under Communist insurgen- 
cy, spreading hegemonously across _ this 
hemisphere, although many countries 
desire democracy? And what went wrong? 
Was it the Congress? Was it no support 
from other Latin American countries? And 
the second part is, what is at stake in this 
Presidential election for Central America 
and the Caribbean? 

The President. Well, 1 think what is at 
stake is the very policy that from the first 
we set out. I hadn’t been here very long 
when I made a trip down through Central 
and South America. And my trip was one— 
because I believe, with the best of inten- 
tions, in the past leaders of our country 
have come up with plans for friendship and 
mutual aid and so forth, but it was always 
kind of the big colossus of the North 
coming up with the idea and wanting ev- 
eryone to sign on. Well, I wanted to make a 
trip down there and find out what the 
people—our Latin American neighbors— 
what they thought might work. So, it was 
kind of rewarding because every time I'd 
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get there and sort of a—kind of austerely, 
people I met with would start by saying, 
Well, what are you proposing? And I said, 
I’m not proposing anything. I’m down here 
to find out what your ideas are and how can 
we become closer. Here we are in this 
Western Hemisphere. We all had the 
common heritage. We all came from other 
countries, and mainly from Europe, to 
create this new world, this new Earth. And 
we all worship the same God. And we’re 
only divided by three languages that sepa- 
rate us, not the dozens of the rest of the 
world. And so, that’s what I wanted and 
what I still want. And I think we should 
continue. And of course, there’s been a 
great disinformation campaign abroad and 
in our land that has confused a great many 
people about the Nicaraguan situation. But 
we must set them straight and make them 
realize it is plainly a battle between free- 
dom fighters and dictatorship. So, I want 
that to continue. 


The President’s Accomplish ts for the 
Hispanic-American Community 

Q. Miriam Lesnick, Replica Magazine. 
After serving two terms as President, Mr. 
Reagan, what is, in your opinion, the three 
major accomplishments this administration 
has achieved in furthering the plight of His- 
panics in this country? And what does the 
Bush administration have to offer Hispanics 
that Dukakis’s administration won’t? 

The President. Well, I know how George 
feels—and I think that you would be reas- 
sured if you don’t—about his warm feeling 
that he has with regard to Hispanics. And 
the three things that you say that we have 
done—well, I think, for one thing—I’m 
thinking overall terms—our whole econom- 
ic policy has been across the board. It hasn’t 
just been to benefit one segment of our 
society. And in the improvement in the 
economy of wages, of getting jobs and so 
forth, Hispanic Americans have benefited as 
well, in some instances, even better than 
the general improvement. So, I think that 
the economic benefits that have accrued, 
the changes that have come about in educa- 
tion, and—I’m going to be meeting with 
some of the educators, recognizing those 
today later. I think all of those are different 
than what our past policy has been. 
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I think I’d better move around here a 
little bit. 


Republican Appeal to Hispanic-American 
Voters 


Q. Mr. President, I’m Yolanda Ayubi, 
president of the Milwaukee Hispanic Associ- 
ates, and I’m also working in TV-65 in Mil- 
waukee and Chicago. I have a question for 
you. This year, being a year of elections, it 
seems that the Presidential candidates are 
making a special effort to appeal to the His- 
panic voters. We saw it with candidate Du- 
kakis in Spanish, and we saw it with candi- 
date Bush telling us that he was familiar 
with the Hispanic culture because of his 
relatives. My question is: If assuming that 
you would run again, yourself, in your opin- 
ion would you try to make a special appeal 
to the Hispanic voters, and why? 

The President. Well, 1 think that’s only 
natural that we do that in societies such as 
our own, because our country is made up of 
every background. We’ve all come, all of us, 
from every corner of the world. And this 
country is unique in one sense. A man 
wrote me a letter and explained it as beau- 
tifully as anyone could. He said, “You can 
go to France, live in France, you can’t 
become a Frenchman. You can go to live in 
Spain or Germany, and you can’t become a 
Spaniard or a German or a Japanese or 
whatever it might be.” But he said, 
“Anyone in the world can come to America 
to live and become an American, because 
we all are with a heritage from someplace 
else.” 

And so, I think it’s natural to know that 
you appeal to the interests of people in poli- 
tics as to what they expect from Govern- 
ment and what they believe their particular 
problems may be. And so, none of us forgot 
our heritage. You don’t quit loving your 
mother because you’ve taken unto yourself 
a wife. So, we, all of us, are proud of 
where—whether we or our ancestors— 
came from. And I think it’s only natural 
that you reach out to establish a rapport 
with these various groups and let them 
know that you are conscious that they may 
have, in some instances, problems that are 
not general. And therefore you want to 
know and want to find the answers to those 
particular problems. 


Miss Board. We have time for one more 
question, please. 
The President. Oh, dear. 


Democracy in Cuba 


Q. Mr. President, the Cuban exiles have 
had high hopes that your administration 
was going to help them win freedom of 
their land. What do you think has been the 
major cause that has prevented your admin- 
istration to help establish democracy in 
Cuba, specifically? 

The President. Well, 1 think one of the 
things we’ve been working for is the source 
of Cuba’s strength, of Castro’s strength. And 
that is our dealing with the Soviet Union. In 
all of our dealings, they know very definite- 
ly how we feel about things of this kind and 
about Cuba and about the help that they 
have provided to the Sandinistas in Nicara- 
gua. And so, we think that taat has been 
more direct, and we’ve taken ‘some encour- 
agement from the fact that they are now 
withdrawing their military forces from Af- 
ghanistan. But all of this comes up in our 
discussions with the General Secretary and 
has from the very first. 

But I’ve just been told that there wasn’t 
time for any—— 

Miss Board. That was our last question 
there. 

The President. This always happens. Oh, 
you said one more? 

Miss Board. No! I had said one more. 
That—— 

The President. Oh, she said that was 
the—{laughter|—well. 

Miss Board. Well, Guillermo here, okay. 

The President. All right. 

Q. You have only 2 more months of Presi- 
dency. And there are several issues that are 
hanging, like contras, aid to Nicaragua; the 
Manuel Noriega situation in Panama; the 
situation of Fidel Castro in Cuba; drug 
transactions, drug trafficking coming 
through Cuba; deportations of Mariel 
Cubans; the situation of Dr. Orlando Bosc 
in jail in Miami—all of these issues are 
going to be hanging on the air. What can 
we expect in the next administration? 

The President. Well, I have great confi- 
dence because George Bush has been, as 
Vice President, a part, and a major part, of 
everything that we’ve done and all of the 
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accomplishments that we’ve had in the 
economy and everything else, and our 
building up of our security and all. And I 
am convinced that, basically, the policies 
that have been in effect for these last sever- 
al years will continue under him. And he 
will, in addition, do additional things that, 
as problems arise, that have to be done. 

I have a feeling that, if the election 
should go the other way, that there will be 
a turnaround, that they don’t believe at all 
in what we’ve accomplished or what we’ve 
done, and we will be back to trying to solve 
our problems with higher taxes and that 
sort of thing. 

And so, I think there is a very definite 
choice here for the people in this election. 
And I, as I say, have every confidence in 
George Bush and what he will do. He spoke 
a line in his acceptance speech at the con- 
vention that I think should be the theme 
for us of this campaign. And that is, he said, 
“If you’re going to change horses in the 
middle of the stream, don’t get on a horse 
that’s going the opposite way.” 

I’m sorry, and I always am when I have 
to leave hands in the air, and I can’t take 


their questions. But she is absolutely right. 
You know, there’s somebody here in the 
Government—I haven’t found him yet—but 
somebody that tells me what I’m going to 
be doing every 15 minutes of the day. So, 
I'm going to have to go. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:42 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his opening remarks, the Presi- 
dent referred to Attorney General Richard 
L. Thornburgh and Secretary of Education 
William J. Bennett. Miss Elizabeth I. Board 
is Special Assistant to the President for 
Media and Broadcast Relations. Guillermo 
Benites is a news anchor with WLTV in 
Miami, FL. 


Remarks at the Elementary School 
Recognition Program 
September 15, 1988 


Well, good afternoon. It’s a pleasure to be 


with you today as we recognize and honor 
287 elementary schools. Of course, educa- 
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tion has been a part of our culture from its 
very beginning. Moses, for example, was 
known to his people not as a king or as a 
prophet but as a teacher. And when I had 
him, that’s what I called him: teacher. 
[Laughter] And boy, was he strict. If you 
made a mistake, he’d do that trick where 
he turned his cane into a snake. [Laughter] 
All of his students did very well, you can be 
sure. 

Well, seriously, though, I can’t think of an 
event that I’d be happier to attend. As you 
know, education has been a particular con- 
cern of this administration, and I’m proud 
to be standing here with one of my two 
master teachers, Bill Bennett. Bill, I know 
you'll be leaving next week, and I want you 
to know that your legacy is an America 
more committed than ever to improving 
the education of our children. And we all 
thank you. 

Now, replacing Bill, after the Senate gives 
its okay, will be Lauro Cavazos. Both Bill 
and Lauro are examples of what education 
can produce. Lauro is a zoologist and physi- 
ologist, Bill a philosopher and a lawyer. 
They’ve taught kids, and they’ve managed 
institutions of higher learning. And it was 
their hard work, determination, and the 
drive they had when their hunger for 
knowledge was fulfilled that brought them 
so far. They don’t simply speak well about 
American education: They represent Amer- 
ican education at its best, as students, teach- 
ers, and administrators. 

But let’s talk about your schools, the 
schools we honor today. They’re very im- 
portant places because they provide the 
children who attend them a solid founda- 
tion for literally everything they will have 
to know to be good and useful people. 

William Wordsworth said that “the child 
is father to the man.” Well, it’s a profound 
thought and not as straightforward a state- 
ment as it sounds. It means that the experi- 
ences we have as children have a great deal 
of influence over what we become later in 
life. And when a youngster’s early educa- 
tional experiences are not good ones—if the 
youngster goes through childhood baffled 
because nobody answers those basic ques- 
tions about life and the universe—his thirst 
for learning will decrease. And when we 
lose our desire to learn, the world around 
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us begins to shrink. Opportunities shrink. 
And our natural desire for self-improve- 
ment deteriorates. Tragically, we see this 
happen time and time again in schools that 
seem to serve more often as places that kids 
go during the day to kill time rather than 
places where they go to learn and grow. 

Well, the children that attend your 287 
schools are in little danger of being unful- 
filled in their educations. Instead, they 
arrive in school bright with promise and 
they’re met with a concerted effort to make 
sure they fulfill that promise. And that 
means principals and teachers taking a firm 
hand and telling their students: “This is 
what you must know; this is how hard you 
must work to know it; and your reward is 
the knowledge itself.” 

The K.R. Smith Elementary School in San 
Jose, California—it’s a school with an ethni- 
cally diverse student body of Asians, His- 
panics, blacks, whites, and Native Ameri- 
cans. And why is this school among the 287 
we honor? Well, let’s take a look at the 
expectations superintendent James F. Smith 
and principal Will H. Ector have for the 
kids and how those kids do. There’s an hour 
a day of mathematics instruction, instruc- 
tion that emphasizes problem-solving skills. 
And what do the students have to show for 
it? Eighty percent of the school’s students 
are above average in math proficiency. 

Students have to take 2 hours a day of 
reading and language arts, with a curricu- 
lum heavy on literature and light on text- 
book formulas. And what’s the result? The 
scores of K.R. Smith students on the 1987 
California survey of basic skills for writing 
were the highest in the San Jose School 
District. And that’s in a school whose kids 
are predominantly immigrants or from fam- 
ilies that move around a great deal, kids 
whose first language isn’t English. And how 
is this possible? Will Ector put it best when 
he said that “education is our business, ex- 
cellence is our goal.” Excellence is not 
simply an “A” grade. Excellence is a philos- 
ophy. It says, “Do your best at all times 
because you owe yourself no less.” That 
kind of philosophy spills over into every- 
thing and helps children to develop not 
only good study habits but good character 
as well. 

The demand for excellence is a booster to 
the all-important self-esteem that kids must 


have to sustain hard work and resist the 
temptations to sloth or self-indulgence that 
the world and the devil place in their path. 
It’s the best preventative against the 
scourge of drugs that I can think of, because 
if you give children a sense of the past and 
the future, they won’t be so tempted to 
obliterate the present with drugs. 

All American elementary schools can 
learn from your example, and to make that 
easier to accomplish, the Department of 
Education has just released a report called 
“James Madison Elementary School: A Cur- 
riculum for American Students.” It’s a por- 
trait of a model American elementary 
school, complete with a full-scale curricu- 
lum in all relevant subjects. And how did 
Bill Bennett come up with the curriculum 
we propose in this volume? Well, from you, 
your schools, and your programs. 

You know, some would want to judge 
America’s commitment to education solely 
by counting the number of Federal dollars 
going into education. All of you here today 
have proved that excellence cannot be 
bought. If it could, some of our most trou- 
bled school systems would be our best. No, 
excellence is the product of dedicated 
people like you—working hard, relying on a 
rigorous curriculum, and always demanding 
the best from your students. People like 
Nancy Jude, the principal of John Marshall 
Elementary School in Glendale, California. 
Facilities there are crowded, and Nancy 
says, “We try to work with what we have.” 
What they have are committed teachers 
and enthusiastic students, and that’s what 
makes Nancy Jude’s school one of the 287 
that we honor today. 

All of you’ve done well by your communi- 
ties and done credit to your profession. 
Your example is a guiding light for parents, 
teachers, and administrators who want all 
American children to have the kind of edu- 
cation you’re already providing. I don’t 
think any of you are ever going to be char- 
acterized by that little story about the little 
boy who came home with his report card 
and when he got back to school the next 
day, he said to his teacher, “You better 
watch out. Because if I don’t get better 
grades, my father said he’s really gonna 
smack somebody.” [Laughter] Well, thank 
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you and not just for that but thank you for 
all you’ve done, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom at the J.W. Marriott 
Hotel. In his opening remarks, he referred 
to Secretary of Education William J. Ben- 
nett and Lauro F. Cavazos, who was nomi- 
nated to succeed Secretary Bennett. 


Nomination of John Condayan To Be 
Director of the Office of Foreign 
Missions 

September 15, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate John Condayan to be Di- 
rector of the Office of Foreign Missions, with 
the rank of Ambassador, at the Department 
of State. He would succeed James Edward 
Nolan, Jr. : 

Since 1987 Mr. Condayan has been 
Deputy Assistant Secretary and Deputy Di- 
rector of the Office of Foreign Missions at 
the Department of State. Prior to this, he 
was Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
Operations at the Bureau of Administration, 
1985-1987; and Executive Director, 1984. 
He was Executive Director of the Bureau of 
East Asian and Pacific Affairs, 1982-1983. 
He has also served as counselor for adminis- 
trative affairs at the American Embassy in 
Bangkok, 1980-1982, and at the American 
Embassy in Moscow, 1978-1979. 

Mr. Condayan graduated from Bucknell 
University (B.S., 1955) and Syracuse Univer- 
sity (M.P.A., 1974). He was born September 
1, 1933, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. He is 
married, has two children, and currently re- 
sides in Annandale, VA. 


Appointment of Richard Bender Abell 
as a Member of the Commission on 
Agricultural Workers 


September 15, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Richard Bender Abell to be 
a member of the Commission on Agricul- 
tural Workers. This is a new position. 
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Since 1987 Mr. Abell has been Assistant 
Attorney General for the Office of Justice 
Programs at the Department of Justice; and 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General, 1983- 
1987. Prior to this, he was Director of the 
Office of Program Development for the 
Peace Corps, 1982-1983; and Director of 
the Office of Programming and Training, 
1982-1983. He was also a field representa- 
tive of Central Pennsylvania for U.S. Sena- 
tor Richard Schweiker, 1979-1980. 

Mr. Abell graduated from George Wash- 
ington University (B.A., 1966; J.D., 1974). 
He was born December 2, 1943, in Phila- 
delphia, PA. He served in the United States 
Army, 1969-1971. He is married, has three 
children, and resides in Alexandria, VA. 


Remarks at the Congressional Barbecue 
September 15, 1988 


Well, thank you all for coming. And many 
thanks to the Capitol Steps for performing 
and for showing such uncommon mercy. 
[Laughter] Now, you’re all under arrest. 
[Laughter] You know, someone asked how 
this group got started. Well, simple, the 
Congress drove them to it. [Laughter] I’ve 
had members of the administration go up 
on the Hill to testify. They came back the 
same way. [Laughter] 

Now you know, the Capitol Steps might 
be getting some competition. What with 
glasnost and all, the Soviets have started a 
similar group: They’re called the Russian 
steppes. [Laughter] Now, political satire is 
still new over there, but the group has 
caught on fast. They’ve only performed 
once and already they’ve been booked 
solid. [Laughter] Each one of them got 20 
years. Just for the record, I’m speaking in 
jest here. Of course, some of you think I’ve 
been doing that for 8 years now. [Laughter] 

But seriously, this is always a great pleas- 
ure to have you all here. And tonight it’s a 
very special pleasure for Nancy and me, 
because this is our last congressional barbe- 
cue. One of the great things I’ve found in 
Washington is that whatever the issue may 
be or whether it—whatever might be said 
during the day, after six o’clock we all take 
off the cleats and all come together as 
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friends and colleagues. And these barbecues 
for me have come to represent that friend- 
ship and respect that overrides any partisan 
or political difference. So, let me just say 
how glad I am that you could join us to- 
night. It meant a lot to us. And I think it’s 
going to be clear through to January to try 
to thank you for these 8 years. So for to- 
night, let me just say thank you. Ill pardon 
those I’ve just arrested. [Laughter] Thank 
you all, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:39 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. In his 
opening remarks, he referred to the Capitol 
Steps, a musical satire group based in 
Washington, DC. 


Remarks at the Swearing-in Ceremony 
for Nicholas F. Brady as Secretary of 
the Treasury 


September 16, 1988 


The President. Well, let me begin by wel- 
coming all of you here today, with a special 
welcome for Nick, Kitty, and the Brady 
family. It’s a happy occasion for me to be 
welcoming Nick Brady into the Cabinet as 
America’s 68th Secretary of the Treasury. 
In fact, I can think of no one more qualified 
for this post. 

In an investment banking career that has 
spanned three decades, Nick Brady has 
earned the respect of the financial and eco- 
nomic communities for his integrity and 
professional accomplishment. As a Member 
of the United States Senate, he won the 
respect and friendship of his colleagues. 
And he received national recognition for his 
work investigating the events in the finan- 
cial markets of last October, leading the 
task force that came to bear his name. Now 
this, in fact, is the sixth time he has an- 
swered my call, and he has distinguished 
himself each time. 

Secretary Brady will be chief economic 
spokesman for the administration. And I 
will be relying on him to continue our poli- 
cies that have proved so successful. Just this 
week, excellent new trade numbers came 
out, showing a continued decline in the Na- 
tion’s trade deficit, giving us the lowest 


trade deficit since 1984. America currently 
is in the longest peacetime economic expan- 
sion on record, employment is at an all-time 
high, and the unemployment rate recently 
hit a 14 year low. In fact, a larger percent- 
age of our potential workforce is employed 
today than ever before: 62.7 percent. And 
that potential employment pool includes 
everyone, male or female, 16 years of age 
and up, whether they’re even going to 
school or even if they’re retired. You know, 
I had to get this job to learn that. [Laugh- 
ter] Of course, I wouldn’t be surprised if 
Nick already knew it. 

Now, last January when I went before the 
Congress to deliver the State of the Union, 
I also laid out something of a challenge to 
the leadership there. Now, here today, with 
your new Treasury Secretary, I want to 
renew that challenge. I told the Congress 
that there should never again be another 
catch all, omnibus continuing resolution of 
the kind they sent down last year. And I 
told them that if they sent another one, I 
wouldn’t sign it. Well, the best way to get a 
grip on the Federal budget deficit is for 
Congress to make the budget process work, 
and that means 13 individual spending bills 
all reaching my desk by October Ist. And 
that must include defense legislation that 
maintains what Franklin Roosevelt rightly 
called the “great arsenal of democracy.” 
When it comes to our own security and the 
cause of freedom, we cannot accept naive, 
liberal notions that fail to keep faith with 
the American people and their dedication 
to peace through strength. 

And now, even though the new fiscal 
year is just 2 weeks away, a number of ap- 
propriations bills are still being haggled 
over in conference committees. And an- 
other round of midnight budget legislation 
is no way to control spending and fight the 
deficit. So, I hope Congress will watch my 
lips here: I want 13 separate bills, and if it 
makes it any easier, Congress can just think 
of it as a baker’s dozen. [Laughter] And 
unless they pull that baker’s dozen out of 
the oven by October Ist, well, they will 
have cooked their own goose, because the 
American people will see those spending 
bills are behind the budget deficit. 

Well, Nick, I’m delighted to turn over the 
keys to the Treasury Department to you. 
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Don’t lose them. Alexander Hamilton gave 
them to me personally. [Laughter] But I 
think you are a most worthy successor to 
Hamilton. You have my congratulations and 
my thanks. And God bless you. 

Secretary Brady. Mr. President, I am 
honored that you would ask me to be Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to follow in Jim Baker’s 
big footsteps. I come from 30 years in the 
banking business. And although in today’s 
fast-moving world you don’t hear the term 
anymore, I was always taught that the best 
loan you could make was a character loan, 
one that looked beyond the hard numbers 
and took a leap of faith and counted on the 
character and strength of the individual in- 
volved. 

This principle applies to countries as well. 
And as you have shown the world, this prin- 
ciple is doubly true where the United States 
is involved. Your leadership has produced 
the longest sustained period of prosperity in 
most Americans’ memories. Not only have 
the economic statistics turned out to be 
right, but what is more important is that 
they have meant better lives for Americans. 

The Treasury Department will do its 
homework, do the pick and shovel work to 
make sure the numbers are right. But we 
will always be guided by your faith that 
character is at the root of all human en- 
deavor. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:56 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his opening remarks, he referred to Mrs. 
Katherine Brady. 


Nomination of Clyde O. Glaister To Be 
Comptroller of the Department of 
ense 


September 16, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Clyde O. Glaister to be 
Comptroller of the Department of Defense. 
This is a new position. 

Since January 1988 Mr. Glaister has been 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of De- 
fense (Comptroller) in the Office of the Sec- 
retary at the Pentagon in Washington, DC. 
Prior to this he was Deputy Assistant Secre- 
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tary of Defense (Program and Budget), 
1981-1988. 

Mr. Glaister served in the U.S. Air Force 
Reserves, 1957-1963. He was born April 6, 
1935, in Kinlock, PA. He is married, has 
two children, and resides in Reston, VA. 


Nomination of Malcolm M.B. Sterrett 
To Be General Counsel of the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services 

September 16, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Malcolm M.B. Sterrett to 
be General Counsel of the Department of 
Health and Human Services. He would suc- 
ceed Ronald E. Robertson. 

Since 1982 Mr. Sterrett has been a 
member of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission in Washington, DC. Prior to this he 
was vice president and general counsel of 
the United States Railway Association, 
1980-1982. He has also served as minority 
staff director and counsel for the US. 
Senate Committee on Commerce, Science 
and Transportation, 1976-1980. He was mi- 
nority staff counsel for the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Commerce, 1972-1976. 

Mr. Sterrett graduated from Princeton 
University (B.A., 1964) and Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity School of Law (J.D., 1967). He was 
born September 21, 1942, in Norwalk, CT. 
Mr. Sterrett served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps. He is married, has one child, and 
resides in Bethesda, MD. 


Appointment of Ronald F. Lehman II 
as an Executive Branch Commissioner- 
Observer on the Commission on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe 


September 16, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Ronald F. Lehman II to be 
an Executive Branch Commissioner-Observ- 
er on the Commission on Security and Co- 
operation in Europe. He would succeed 
Richard N. Perle. 





Since 1988 Ambassador Lehman has been 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Interna- 
tional Security Policy at the Department of 
Defense in Washington, DC. From 1985 to 
1988, he served as the United States Negoti- 
ator for Strategic Nuclear Arms in Geneva. 
Ambassador Lehman has been Deputy As- 
sistant to the President for National Securi- 
ty Affairs at the White House, 1986, and 
Special Assistant to the President for Na- 
tional Security Affairs and Senior Director 
for Defense Programs and Arms Control for 
the National Security Council at the White 
House, 1983-1986. 

Ambassador Lehman graduated from 
Claremont Men’s College (B.A., 1968) and 
Claremont Graduate School (M.A., 1969; 
Ph.D., 1975). He was born March 25, 1946, 
in Napa, CA. Ambassador Lehman is mar- 
ried and resides in Arlington, VA. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 


public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





September 12 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Kenneth M. Duberstein, Chief of Staff 
to the President, and Colin L. Powell, 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 

—members of the White House staff, for 
the issues briefing luncheon; 

—White House speechwriters and com- 
munications staff, to discuss upcoming 
public events; 

—Secretary of State George P. Shultz; 

—William H. Webster, Director of Cen- 
tral Intelligence. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be 
members of the Board of Trustees of the 
Federal Supplementary Medical Insurance 
Trust Fund, the Federal Hospital Insurance 
Trust Fund, the Federal Old-Age and Survi- 
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vors Insurance Trust Fund, and the Federal 

Disability Insurance Trust Fund: 

For terms of 4 years: 

Mary Falvey Fuller, of California. This is a reap- 
pointment. Since 1981 Mrs. Fuller has been 
chairman of the board and president of Falvey 
Autos, Inc., in Troy, MI. 

Suzanne Denbo Jaffe, of New York. This is a 
reappointment. Since 1985 Ms. Jaffe has been 
president of S.DJ. Associates, Inc., in New York 
City. 


September 13 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Kenneth M. Duberstein, Chief of Staff 
to the President, and Colin L. Powell, 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 

—the Republican congressional leader- 
ship, to discuss the upcoming legislative 
agenda; 

—Guyanese President Hugh Desmond 
Hoyte, to discuss bilateral relations and 
trade preferences for Guyana under 
the Caribbean Basin Initiative; 

—Secretary of Agriculture Richard Lyng 
and Secretary of the Interior Donald P. 
Hodel, to discuss the forest fires in the 
western States following the Secretar- 
ies’ trip to that region; 

—State legislative candidates. 

In the afternoon, the President received 

the United Way annual report. 

The President has named a special dele- 
gation to attend the 1988 Summer Olym- 
pics, led by Ambassador Vernon L. Walters, 
Representative of the United States of 
America to the United Nations. The Olym- 
pic Games are being held in Seoul, South 
Korea, September 16 through October 2. 


The other members of the Presidential 
Delegation are: 
Edward Derwinski, Under Secretary of State for 
Coordinating Security Assistance Programs. 
James Lilley, United States Ambassador to 
Korea. 
Frank Murkowski, United States Senator (R-AL). 
Donna DeVarona, former Olympic Gold Medal- 
ist. 
Dr. Sammy Lee, former Olympic Gold Medalist 
and United States Olympic diving coach. 
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Roy Pfautch, president of Civic Action, Inc. 
Gaylord Virden, international attorney. 


Ronald Walker, managing director of the Wash- 
ington office of Korn-Ferry International. 


The President appointed the following in- 
dividuals to be members of the Presiderit’s 
Emergency Board No. 216, created by Ex- 
ecutive Order 12650: 


Arvid Anderson, of Wisconsin, who will serve as 
Chairman, is a labor-management arbitrator. 
He was born on July 18, 1921. 

Thomas N. Rinaldo, of New York, is an attorney 
and arbitrator. He was born on November 18, 
1942. 

Irving T. Bergman, of New York, is an attorney 
and arbitrator. He was born on May 30, 1910. 


September 14 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Kenneth M. Duberstein, Chief of Staff 
to the President, and Colin L. Powell, 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 

—U.S. Ambassadors, prior to their depar- 
ture for their overseas posts. 


September 15 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Kenneth M. Duberstein, Chief of Staff 
to the President, and Colin L. Powell, 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 

—Secretary of Defense Frank C. Carlucci. 


September 16 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Kenneth M. Duberstein, Chief of Staff 
to the President, and Colin L. Powell, 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 

—Manfred Woerner, Secretary General of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

The White House announced that the 

President sent a letter to Prime Minister 
Edward Philip George Seaga of Jamaica, ex- 
tending his sympathies to the people of Ja- 
maica in light of the suffering and damage 
caused by Hurricane Gilbert. 


The President appointed Attorney Gener- 
al Richard L. Thornburgh to be a member 
of the Advisory Commission on Intergov- 
ernmental Relations for a term of 2 years. 
He would succeed Edwin Meese III. 

In the afternoon, the President left the 
White House for a weekend stay at Camp 
David, MD. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted September 14 


Herman Agoyo, 

of New Mexico, to be a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Institute of Ameri- 
can Indian and Alaska Native Culture and 
Arts Development for a term of years pre- 
scribed by Public Law 99-498 of October 
17, 1986 (new position). 


Submitted September 16 


Ferndinand F. Fernandez, 

of California, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Ninth Circuit, vice Warren J. 
Ferguson, retired. 


John Condayan, 

of Virginia, to be Director of the Office of 
Foreign Missions, Department of State, with 
the rank of Ambassador, vice James Edward 
Nolan, Jr. 


Withdrawn September 16 


Bernard H. Siegan, 

of California, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Ninth Circuit, vice Warren J. 
Ferguson, retired, which was sent to the 
Senate on February 2, 1987. 
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H.R. 1158 / Public Law 100-430 
Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988 
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HJ. Res. 453 / Public Law 100-431 
Designating September 16, 1988, as “Na- 
tional POW/MIA Recognition Day” 


SJ. Res. 295 / Public Law 100-432 
To provide for the designation of Septem- 
ber 15, 1988, as “National D.A.R.E. Day” 
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H.R. 1939 / Public Law 100-433 
Constitution Heritage Act of 1988 


SJ. Res. 328 / Public Law 100-434 
To designate the day of September 14, 
1988, as “National Medical Research Day” 
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